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Choices narrowed for 3“’ top m|lltary post

PRUSIDENT Benigno Aquing 1T was expecied to
fitck friin the Air Force or the Novy the next depury
uhief of dnff, the third highest pesition in the Ammed
Forecs, which was lefl vacmi when the incumbéens
offiver wiis re-assigned G anather pomition, sesigr
officors said [Thursisy.

The pfficers, who esked por m be oomed, sand
the 1op conlenden were Navy Fleet Commander
Bear Admiml Jose Luis Alano and Air and Eduis-
tion Training Commind hesd Muj. Cren. Giregorin
Micupagul,

“Ie's Jogizal thai the [postion) woold go to cither
the Atr Fegoe wthnﬁmlnmm the Army's mo-
nopoly of the top biiss,” une senior officer said.

The position of deputy chief
of ssall b vacant when L.
Gien. Anthony Alcentama wits
appointed head of the Nosthern
Lugon  Comrmeinid, LL o Gen
Tessie Dctlnsa, the chict'of staif,
umd L1, Gen, Reyneldo Mapagu,
frunni the Armiy.

a i of
CMME@,EIM
of the Philippine Wiliary Acadeny
Class of 1980, Almo, who i from
Oy City, i 4 momber of the
PoLA (leey of 1979,
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR

P-_Nn; not atten tlmé
PMA homecoming rites?

By ARTEMIC DUMLAO

FORT REL PILAR. Baguio
City - Cadets of the Philip-
pine Military Acidemy are
I= pra e bligmest galier-
h-rﬁﬁzs?} PMA alummes starting
i ke e SN
. ﬁquhp_.uﬂ%ﬁl £0 againsi
the 100-year-old tradi i
Mtg spenking before

s of gradistes of the
country's premice military
lra schanl,

 PMA has not placed Adui-
fi0's name i1 the official pro-
gram of the T13th hoinecoming,
rites, which end on Sunda Ihj

Liest year, Adpuino graced his
a3 commander-in-thiel of the
At Fomoes

I HITL, Apaien weas rviled (o
bucomie the sudopted “mistah” ol
several PNV dasses, Howoes he
declined. saying he did ot want
o ize the TVIAL"

ejrrlineye sisters Batiny Crie
and Abellada were ad-
optad s members of PMA
(Tavs 1960 in 2011

Thwie twio other sisters, Yic-
toria Elisa Agquing-Dee and
Kristina Bernadlatis .ﬁu.}._nn.
are adopted members. PMA

{tagan Class ol 1980, to
which Philippine National
Paolice chiel Director General
Micanor Barlolome belonga.

PN Cliss 1952 s aclebwating
its cHamurd jubilise this year;
Class 1862, ita golden jubilee:
v Class 1987, fts sibver fubibee:

3
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Malaya £7

AFP brings battle to schools

THE Asimed Foeces (8 plonning 1o pariies
with schonls i & higl w0 mceloic o soodents
democratic denls znd = the game dme con-
vince theny i morc detyvily s govern
ent i,

“The basie: ghjecove fere m how e cun wp
the studeniey, the mouth for the devidopmont of
the coninmre. hone e can harmess tie podeneials
ot the -.uu.-rh’ waid Brg Gen Beolandn Tene
frantia, whi assioreed the pose of ched uf the
AFP Ciwll Reludnim Sepeve bist Wedbnesday,

He said the plan o cpndoct informaton
drives Tas mo ditect conoecmmnn with the e
cruiiment scdvirien of the Mes People’s Aoy
irachdols, bocacknmodedped the WA fCCInilE
freun selals where “ideahem’™ B el

M wmnr mo. show thar the com is 0ol Ode-
sided. Yoo alsochdre tooshir (ehe prvemanent

i

sadey, Oy yourh ave invelipen,” he sad

"We want fo prnsent to.thein dee programs
of the government and widerstand them, thar
18 LT P:_m:ll e weant thie idea of the govem
ML e Ly the voorh, the afmfent sec
wor,” e added.

Agked it the e of schoods mcduwdes thic Plabves-
RiFy af the Phalippisees sid e Poivrechniz, Lim-
versty uf the Philippines where smident actvism
fa sarvn, Iie gaid iris the schools’ decimon.

Tenclrancia said the plan s in lne widh e
mitiary’s orernal peace and security pla
called "Hayanifan,”

The Bayamihan ia the milisan’s bluopsint in
winning the peace. It Tounebed i January
2001 and e ull thoatt, o — e MNEA,
the Moro lslarmae 1iherution Front and the
Al Fyyat — Vickor Reves
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‘Sokol' combat choppers, dumating na
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LS T TR R T 1|||!:1de g i
mg.l.hp:m;hrlr-:wl'r .
mﬂpﬂﬁpﬂ AE A
mm,hﬁqmu}rﬂnf[fﬂtﬂpﬁmhﬂﬂ

lderato wg AP | matipes
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Cifice Dhrector Li Col. Ernesto Okl ang
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naaniﬂghgymmﬂhat :.u:uﬂ
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Malaya 30

- SC revives amparo suit
filed by abducted Fil-Am

THE Supreme Uourt has sevived she smipam
and haleas dus sl Rled by TFilipnag Amedican
sefivisl Mebsss Rpas seeking m bong
th:-ml]im.rrnf‘ﬁ-m]nh_hlnd mmﬂg

tn X dsplie the fnbre of e

:|,|ﬂa?air_'u: an Homan Righrs oo n’-liﬁﬂiﬂ
Ig rif ity involvement.

?E tmlﬂ.inﬁrpmhﬂmil..pﬁ!mi
the t“jl'ﬂ.,h-.':'l.ng the lead ageicy 1
barmurt dghts abides, w0 conduct further in-
wrsmgativns on the mitary's alleged sheuctbon
and tosture of Hoxss, who was sirspestud wo'be
amueenlser of the Niew People’s Aoy,

[ﬂmti-pap#mﬁﬁuﬂﬂmﬂ:eﬁwﬂﬁ:hﬂ e

unidl Bt whrile the investgation
rMMMndwﬂaM

fif .mpar:-; ane hnhu:.l.i dats apeinat oy dilicery
pifickals: should ndt be dismessed ao s Qoo

preermpt the mynng parslel nvegndon being

ponducted by e Philippog Matiomal Police 1n

']'nn:t-rn-_"uf:['drn:. .

w&:—w@ummvﬂﬂﬂt
thut uny further induanen &8 1o

Ll G AR e
1 oed
ﬂm:lmni T srnsg be
lﬁpl:ndﬂrﬂ. oz -thels
muhmmlﬂq.ﬁmmmgh nﬂﬂ-‘nmﬁ:-md
o be e oy sald.
Bsmas m her suit named firmer Defense Sec:
mmhunTmmmuﬁmnd[’mm
”““m i el

ST
MMME&M-

‘Prrmir President Gluna Asoyo was {nitially
armong the respandsrin but the Cotirr of Ap-
peals already naued o ruling deopping hes as

& pusty becanse of her presidenal mmmunity

froim suir, — Evusgeltne C, de Vera

!
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SC defers ruling on activist’s petition

J By EDU PUNAY

Thie Supresie Court (5C) has deforred By NP probe.
muling on ?nyﬁﬁm to lwild several *Dismissing the gase right now ma
military pfficials Hable for the alleges] kidnap- send the wrong message that any u _
m;:d forture af Fifipina American activist  inguities as to the abiduction and tarfure af

issi Ronas in 2009 despite adverse find- tioner st ipso facte (by the fact itself)

in h{-ﬁw Commission on Human Rights we comsidered closed o terminated. 18 most
(C e emphasized that the respondents, or

Inan T-]_pﬁ*r-“'&'ﬂuﬁnn, theSCopted to their successors, remain aceoy ntable, even
lirst wirit fior ﬂ’wfi the ¢linves-  though still not found to be responsible,”
tigrintion by the Phi » National Potic the SC sajd.
(ENF) b-rf}t;ﬁerulhq: oty Rowcaspetition for the Roncas named former President Glaria
issuance of a wril of amparo, Macapagal-Arrovo, former Dicfonse secretary

While the CHR investigation fuiled to suf
ficiently estallish the identities of those be-
hind the alleged Kidnapping and torture, the
H:draid Rozas o b & writof ampar
and habeas dati against key military officials
should not be dismissed cutrigh! pending te

Gilbert Teodum, former Armesd Foroes dhie
Victur Thrada, former PP chict Jesus Versa-
za, former Army chief LL Gen. Delfin Bangil.
ared Superintendent Rudy Gamido Lacadin,
Tarlac police directur, as respondents in her
pafition.

_— e — — -
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Wnt ofamparnﬂledvsAFTotﬁcem

By Benjamin B. Pulta

ﬂﬁm&]‘wmmmmmw
ree sclilars allegedly whdueted by
the military shartly after 19 Special Foroes
peraaned of the Armed Forees were killsd ina
clush with members of the Moro Talamie Liberation
Front: (MILF) Last Outober,

Thmdmmmﬂmﬂmummm
were AFP Chiaf of Staff L. dessie Dellvsy nmd
Brig. Gen. Cesur Rmniv Crdoyn intelligence
Bervine of the AFT Chisf,

hier thireee miisir) rovesi — Negir Chirmaminl Al

et Biisiitn Kssaran snd Yasup Ciudlus Mobammusd
—acearding o Uwis liwyer Romel Bagares, were:
suppased to fy to Khartoum, Sudaz, Lo Luke up o
sixyear course on Lhe Arabic languags ot the
Internstinnal Eniversity of Africa on schalisrships.
They never reached Lheir destingtion, Thelr
families have not heard from them since thoir
lnst sty
Belutives of three Basilan residems fled twe
pEEEOIL
On Oeb. W, 2000, Army Special Forees men
wars ambushed by suspeclod units of the
Turn te page 2

From page |

sécesslonbst  MILF  under
Ciammivmbar Lo, Ao, peis
Al Barke, Hasilin,

* Wineteen saldiees wire Killed
w10 s wire Lilieadni fy
the wlieged assallants, npather 12
spddiers were wounded: Aceording
tu reports, villagers-joined tha
MILF units in the nmbuscide.

Authorilics- later filed =
gumplnint with tho Bagilen
Prosyoutor’s (MGov against the
MILF men behind e musszese.
They ulat fmplicated S04 “John
e

on e, 3, C2018 Ahung,
Eszaran and Mohaminad - all
regidents of AlBarka pown - lefi
Zamboangs Ciy for Manila en o
Alr Philippines flight. They wers
‘sapposed (o eateh s fighs the ne

mﬁqﬂﬂﬂ hﬂl!:mﬂl;nll.ﬂmn:t
The Mo were on Uheic way bo
the Internationsl Pnivoouly of
Afrien n Sudan an achalars of Uhe
Arahic languags.
Upon arcival st che MAIA 1, one
of the three, Ahting -sent a
message Lo his brother Jamih
Arwwi, villwge chief of Barangsy
Gubtiants in AlDarks, Basilun, to
wonflrm the growp's arcival ut the
Ji. Lasive ot Abibiag Bahid
lul mmln.-r sthiilar

#hl v '_ |BE4) the
hielp of wifhearities o asnrti £

Ll
& reldative af the l-'l'l!m TmEn, CpL
Yusor Lodjntun, & member of tha
Philippine Army and & resident of
Forl Bopifucio, Tagulg, fMed &
mmﬂhumgmm T
District ('riminal ai i
Detection Unil in Camp Kartngud,
Blkatiuna Village, Quezan Uiy Lo
record i ile bletter Llieir

nim,

Upan the representation of
the: petitloners, Mury -Ailean
hﬂhﬂ aacrelary feniTal of the
Asian  Faderafion Aguainse
Involuntary Didappearance,
seught the assistance of airport
authoriies bo vetablish thiroigh
deparivre records wheibar or
not the three indeed lefl the
aouniry for Sudan. .

The Burvay of Imllp.'uhm ]
Alrpart (perutions , Upun
u check ol ila mrﬂ{nrnnﬂ
o eartiflention thal it8 dearch
yielded nn reconds thut the misaing
men left the country on the day
they were acheduled tw [Ty to ;:.lh

IIIIL
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108 Surlgao Boat
Passengers Rescued

Fﬁday, Fﬁhﬂ.llr‘r 17, 21111 9 L

Sy JOHN CARLO M. CAHINHINAN

Ricafronte,
Huilppuﬂhm&mmwmm
ﬁr-tﬁun-sthnf.ﬁﬂdmatp:rm
of Coasl Guiard Detachment San
Jose & report that M/B
Nows L encountered ongine
hnlhduﬂﬂh’mrtawqtﬂﬂmlﬂn
Pruﬁmeandwauﬁh'nududntvm

M/B News MPE-1 haz [ive orew

%ﬂl 2 passengers on-
from Sunpsn
o1y the incident ranspired.

developod. 8 fisherman
mmsemd_yuﬁtﬂdﬂ:.'antrh'm -

tor boal pank off Grande Island o

thePumnm:lelﬂ

Rm&unh_smrl thal Coast Gusrd

Station Subic Port State Control of-

fice received the report that  certain

_Nundi Menzon, 27. was rescued from

W capsized fishing boat at vicinity |

Grande J&land yestorduy morning.
_dwerording to initial repart, | the

ity uppmm.trmia}- e fautical mike
from Barangay Zaragoea.

Personnel of POG Detachment-
San Jose immediately wenl L the
area to assist the

] passengers angd
subsequently wwed Lhe strunded

niclor bogl lutheiﬁntﬁhﬂziﬁmm
The team luter arrived al the

port All passengens were declared
In poad condition and even-
tually it b0 Wheir rospective
destinatinns,

Personnel of the PCG detach..
ment advised the masier of ME
News MPC-1 b file muring profest,

survivor was on fshing expedition
unboard unnamed fishing boat when
its engion exploded and was caught
on fire.

“He was foating oo water for
more than five hours when he was
rescued by MV Cape,” Ricdfrents
aaid.

The surviver was provided with
fnod and transported by personnel of
Coast Guard Stotion Subic and was
properly turned over Lo Cresencho
Comelio Ramiro, barsngay  chair-
man of Mabayo in Morons, Pataan,

L ]
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Parliament eyed
for Moro sel

I]-.’[%A.N CITY—The Aquing administration has
aiven itsmod to a parliamentary form of govern-

ment for Moros demanding self-rule in Min-
danao, a Moro guerrilla peace negotiator said.

Officials. whoo swouhd mun the
piiiondmous government, how.
ever, should he elecred dirootly
by the people, sccordinng 1o Mo
hagher Igbal, head of the nego-
tisting panel of the Moro Islam-
ic Libernticon Front

Mo less thon his excellency,

Prissident Benignd Aguino 111,

agreed to discuss. bropder an
TOTIGITTY.

The negotiations, Igbal said,
are moving forward aJIhuugh
thers fire sull disapeaments on
reveral lssues, among. theh
wealth-sharing, territory and
power-shariig.

Members of the governmen
peace panel expressed optimism
over the progressof the talls,

"How, wie have moved atleast
a few feet,” said Marvic Leonen,
chief government negotiaion, in
& starement teleased by the Of-

ngreed o the MILF propdsal,”
sl Tgjhal inan opening simtc-
ment at the resumption of talks
with government peace nego-
Hatogs ln Kupla Lompur &R
Monday

The. Ingumen got hold of &

copy of the opening stitemsml
pestErday

fice of the Presidential. Adviser

yam Lhe Peace Process,

“The day will come, 1 hope
very, very soon that we will he
able m sign o peace agree-
mend," said Leanen.

Dring the revent talks, pepce
negctistors of both panels also
gxiencad by another year the
oporation of the joint liw .én-
forcemenr mechanism they ore-
atedl o pursis suggecied erimi-
malsin rebel soronpholkls,

A jainc sratement- fssued
ch:wm]w :ald the pares e

L u"‘"lq‘l !:, T

-rule

The MILF had proposed 2 sty
Lirwes £ g the operaton
new AUTOnomons seup- desimed
1o replace the Autonomous Re-
gion i Musim Mindanso, which
the Aquissn adminisoration has de-
soribet i o Gabisre.

According to lgbal, amang the
fraptusres of the set of laws proposed
by MILF wis the lead of govern-
ey weonld be o chief mirdstes
smilur to the Leads of govern-
ingents of Makaysia's foderal sty

The MILI has dropped's da-
mand  for independence o

pewed the mandate of the Ad
Hoe Tt Action Group {Ahjag)
for a perivd of 12 moniis begin'
ningFebmary2012."

The exrendion ol Ahjsrs life
Spihich wroudd have expired dhis
manth,” came inthe wake of tho
MILF'S snnouncement that ¢ s

errestod: and turmed over 1o mi--

thorithes =ight suspected crimi-
nals in Lanio del Suk

The nentround of s = schiod
ulesd nexy moeb. Ry Resauro,
with a report from Jeoffrey
Miteny, Inquirer Mindoran

'i
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Government-MILF

- - —

gainin

AMBOANGA CITY: The Philippine

government and the Moro Islamic

Liberation Front (MILF) have ended
three days of peace talks in Malaysia, with
both sides agreeing to extend a joint anti-
criminality campaign in areas where
guerrillas are actively operating.

In & joint stitement reléaned by resiewed the mandate of the Ad
the government on Wednesday  Hoo Joint Actian Giroup for i
night, both sides saidl thatthey had — other year

talks

ground

The' gavernment and ihe MILF
feged an sgreement in 2004 thar
frived the way for the Musdm rebel
Foarces, throiagls thee font scthon goup,
tes hedp authorities humt dowr terr-
i i criminsds i smess where the
Musding sosaipeTis operae

The joint acion grounp i om-
posed of sight members—fowur from
the government stde and four from
the MILF The mroup has five 1earm
deploped in the provinces of
slapubndanao, Morh Comban,
Bukidnon, Lanas del S, Lanao del
Mone Limboanga del 501, Zim
boanga del Narte, Zamboangs

Sibg ¥ Sultan Kodarmt, Soutl
Cotabato, Sarangani, Divas del
Mome, Davas del Sar, Davao Ones-
il and Commposcels Vallew amd a1
EHRTITL R

“The Mth weumd G EII.I'IIF.-[[-EI‘I.T
talky between (e Government of
the Republic of the Philippines and
the Maoto lelandc Hberation Front
ended |on Wednesday] with both
sides expressing siidaction o the
et of theiy disnitssinns. and
TECUENIEDE the -madny Chiallenges
that hivy yet to be resolved in aecler
to find # political sohution 1@ the
Hamgramaro question and the
armicd: canflice in bindanes;” the
slatemanit said.

“The partizs ackipgwledpe the
need 1o explom estive approaches
thit will address te political, legal
il other dimensions of the prob-
lemis;” it added.

Meace negotiatons, fed by the gov-
ermment’s Marvic Leoen and the
MILFs Mohagher lgbal. agreed o
resumie {aths nextmonthiin Malayia

Kuald'Limipor i brokering the
peace negoiitions in:an effoit ws
il decades of bloady fighting (n
thithern Philippines, where rebets
aredemanding a Moslin sub-state;

e peesce process with the MITE
Teas mgwred Torward. Mol wie have
mireed] at least a fow feet. The day
willcome, | [-hope very, very won
that we will be-able w il:t,[n il prace
apreement " Linaey sa

“Wie always believe that it i al
W tes Pl maeluinbisnng s o
prcibderin; revibes i, arlfush wied laser
o achirve e kind of peace that is
pernent, that b fodnded on juos-
thee forall that are concerned on the
g, headded. ]

Ighal described rhe talks as “very
emational, hecaues i affects the
collective future of our people”
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chigf negu'ti‘utnr Marvic Leonen
waid it the conchusion of the
poace negotiations betwesn the
Government of the Philippines
[GPHY amd the MILF in the Ma-
laysian capital on'Wednesday!
"Mow, we have moved af least

a few fest,” Leomen sald, a5 he
maintained optimism that the
government will meet its time-
iine to finalize an agreement

with the Maore group this year,
"The day will come, I hope very, |
very soon thal we will be able

to sign @ peace agreement,” he
gaid; [Mike Crismunda) {

_ 14
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Negotialors of the govermment
and the Moro Islamic Libesalfon
Front {MILF) fighting lor
indepAndince in Mindanao have
reached consensns on many
points during the February 13 1o
15 peace talks in Malaysia bt
there was no hreakthroosgh,

A refable source privy 1o the
256 Formal Expioratory Mast-
ing In Kuala Lumpur, the capitsl
of the Muskm country, said thas

Gov't- MLFIs

though the two paace panels
hawve narrowed down their dif-
ferences an the substanlive is-
rues, ey 51l have forachiove a
hreakthrough,

The govermnment: and-the MILE
hawvie been engaged In (he peace
Process since January 1997,

They have yet to strike 3 com-
prehensive peace deal in 15 years
ol on-and-off negotiations under
three presidents, puichated by

19

end in consensus

two afl-out wars, and many other
ergptinns of violence,

The administration ol President
Benignt 5. Aguind (11, the fourth
to negotiale with this MILF. wants
to finish the negollafons hefiore
it sik-year term énds in 2616,
Aquing in October last vear laid
down his ali-out Justice policy,

Tt appiars, though, that striking
acomprebensive deal is 51l long
n Loming. (Edd K. Usman)
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~ Casualties in ‘clash’
turn out to be civilians

BY VICTOR REYES

ARMY Specsl Forces soldicrs
shat b ot yesterdmy With i
£ i o remate area o Mognbale
£ firwersy L aynenn

Twea divid anel the remazibng twi
Wt wiacided,

The “prip of armed men” opoiicl
fene wl weilchum . mar s wi
arowind 1w, ssd Col, Genennes
Bolina, spokoiemim of e maliands
Sonmbriny Lieéns Commirpmmed,

Bl b mzdc] abee pwees trpimesd Hurmed
em-wese ool Buoiees T the il
diers belierd thiey o inoahicrs of
the: Mo Prople's Ay

Bobow: s the soldion were
resprembing o repaTs aboil e

i of “armed. men ar Gw
uh-bounduren of Mapdaens, Ma-
pviuy and Lilowe mowens. The: fighi-
g whach losred abopr five min-
utes cpearred in [lavang village in
hhghh:u_‘!rm‘l‘l winch Bolina said

it Mepiditioim] e o the NEPA .

16 baxd wy belbeve (chit clarm) bes
emise they were there durng the
wee Boues,” wabd: Beilive,

Boling said the opomamm: roops
are conpcbsced ehd foar are NPA
membes Gl proe informanai
recerved indicating NPA presence
i the penesal aren

lievrever, be ould  nar Ve
1 -:':!‘E-,E"‘u'l:-r.i.! ANAWLT 5 e whr
rthe four, 1 indoed they e NEA
epbeclu mrndd candy with we jruina.

T din REnow wine they (nd
iezsi meroyimed atrnfies,” e zaid.

Bealbun ded i groe the namess of
th by Lk s sndbrary soarrce iden-
e thosc killed ax [z Perei,
15, wnd Chstan Lucens, 4% znd
the woarnded os Gine Thuner, 15,
and Francis-Alunlli, 1R, wiwr are
nrirrinhined ab e AFP Medical
Lmnrer an. § e Tty

Lapr aene Clictme, spokesmsn
of rhe Army's 200nd Brigede. said
Aiind: Bepade commumeber 1l

1ok A niles wige boouversd Bt gt over the snformiiate bscldien

ihe soene of the BT,

Bolitm suid the ideadns of the
froie ad thdr olarm 0¥ heing hui-
£r5 e bicing verified.

e WA [woded mo et
.-Iﬂllg'll‘l they ate Jueal hHunrers,
b .IJ:u.l: in being defernuinod by
the militasy) of tharis eredible. .

Chtmese waad Sprsarivy ki s
peabed twy "eivilean=" Aoq (o tim
the hintertands during - the wer
hiepars; espreially with wERpOnE.”

It appesced il Bouroare pot
WPA members who are usunlly re-
fetried b by B midiary, &0 "
Al COIrnns T et

lie

—_
=



K.leheiils eét wai'rant

1ssued fnr 2 5-year " old Olalia slay

“'f“ mﬁ’niﬂi”l‘

tpolo Ciry Regional  terture and
Court's

sl

Warranis

bolusyonaryang

Alysnsang  Maka-
bansa (RAM) were
rosponsible for the
roriere and deach of

:mr comragdes. He
#aid the Olalia-Alay-

ity slays were part of
the so-called “Oplan
God  Save

aguines the
An- 13 guspects in the Mr

Crogen,” 0 destabi-
Hzation plot againat
thie EoveTiment
af  then-President
Corazon Aquina.
The labor leader
however, said KMLU
glio belisved  thar
the Aquino adminig-
rativn was hehind

\T

the resurTection of
the case.

“Pregident Aquino's
FUVBITIMENT ) revived
the  Cludia-Aby-ay
G 0 pun e
an - genaior-udees in
thi impeachmment irial
of Chiet Tuatice Rena-
o Corofn,  mamely

um ﬂdﬂy fnors
-~ the  militane
suance  of arvest Inbnrgmg.lp‘i_cle{i@

smaines Jism Fonce
Enrle and Gringo
Honezan  who  are
bwwm  eaders:  of
the RAM" ° Labor

clnimed,
The fmuance of
dITest WarraRnts

ngainst the 13 sus-
pects—anldiers and
farmer military offi.
cere—all came-nlier
a fale KMLI press re-
lesse circulated: in
ihe medis whersin
the 1abar group was
appeitting for the
HOVOITITREN! &0 re-
opeft the case.

"We will contmue
te fight for justce
for  our comrades
Clalia and Alaylay
Given the wiroom-
REA NCHs wilhin
which theli  cases
have heen revived,
however, we aré not
EXDECTING much
from this- procass.”
Labogsaid.



By Mario J. Mallari

The Commumist
Phiffippines (CPT) vesterdoy bnanded
the planmed robaton of Uhoisands of
Uinited States troops (o the
Philippines from Okdnaw, Japen as
et b esblish anolbuer Sobic, L
providing military base for the
Arnerican fmees.

The EPP, i & statement, nised
prtispeemieres made by 19 Delaw
%;ﬂi.lqlﬂml’mmlht

Benale, snnouncing . ongning
W the Philippine
mﬂlﬂmuaw
presence” of more than 4,000
Ww&mhm

!ﬂ: sEup | e Sebio

Pary of the .

0 oo

CPP brands trmps rotation
as ploy to put up new US base

andd the Milllpping,™ the CPP stated.
The pilien, U CPP saiel, will pndy

hrimg back T8 bases b the coantry

which were throw ol bn 1001
“The plan (o sel up [ocilities in

“The US wanis to us¢ Lhe
Philippines &5 a platform for is
sl b rwendionist operstions inthe
Ak Paific pegion,” i added.

Worse, tho CPP said the
m#&mﬁm
& willing Lo provide US troops with
fanilithes.

“The biggest problem of the
Filipine preophe is thal L Aguino

ienids,” e CPP said.
According Lo the CPF, the malter

af providing facifilies for American

trooga on rtelicn in the Philipplnes
was disoussed in the Strategle

i

Lk}

Definse Dialogue (SDD) mesting
enrlier st moukh bobween officialy
af the U8 gvernimant wd the Aguing
regime.

* Aquing's ulfickals fave promsed
the American government that it
wonld come up with concrete
proposxds for this plan, ™ the CPF said

The CPP callod on the Filiping
people to vigerously oppose the plan.

“Thee: Filipin people muest fan the
Ttnmes of patriotism ol stand up

mschinibions
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PEACE TALKS

The Government of the
Philippines {GPH) peace panei
said yesterday that the key in
resuming peace talks with the
Communist Party of the Philip-
‘pines/aw Penpl!*s ArmyfNa- |
tional democratic Front {CPP/
NPA/NIE)Y Is for them to comply
with the terms-of the Oslo Joint
Statement {Q15) which the
two grodps signed on February. |
21, 2001 foilowing their frst
round of formal negotiations.
The GPH peace panel made
the decidgration in response to
MEFP.Chy Luis Jalandoni’s
assertion that compliance with
the Joint Agreement on Safety
and lmmunity Guarantees pr
[JASIGE]) is-the key n the re-
sumption of the negotiations.

In a statement, the GPH peace
panel-said that although they
agree that the JASIG (s impor- |
tant, it régiterated that JASIG
compliance requires verification
wiithout which the process lacks
integrity. (Francis T Wakefield
and Edd K. Usman

A
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Burmese days .ﬁ

ABGET &Emubnghtspnthrmnpp
qmwmldhe its policy toward Burma,

_-___-.

Rangoon all these years to release Nobel Peace Prize
ureate Aung San Suu Kyi, to democratize, and o live
lrp-lhﬂmnmnﬂmmm ithaﬂmaﬂrwhankjdned the As-
|1 of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) in 1997,
puncghasbmm: much fruit, Last Feb. 9, Foreign Sec-
retary Alberto del Rm&rlu met the
mm pro-democracy leader in her Rangoon
residence. She was no longer under
—hme arrest but running for parliament and hoping to
eam the right to lead her country to full democratic
pmdrnﬂﬂn
.. dni the meeting, Del Rosario “expressed his sincere wish”
that the opposition leader would win in Burma's parkia-
~pmentary by-elections scheduled for Aprdl 1. They “held a
#hrief exchange of views™ about the coming elections and
“about “political and socioeconomic reforms and the rule of
‘-"l:rw',‘T according to a foreign department spokesperson.
‘The two leaders also declared their support for the lifting
of international sanctions against Burma.
w The day before, Del Rosario had called on Burmese
“I'tﬁ!dlml.' U Thein Sein and held discussions with Forelgn
Minister U Wunna Maung Lwin. He congratulated his
fnrthe . economic and social reforms they
For his part, Thein Sein urged the
Fhﬂippm:bma.mmnmmf o “invest in various sec-
tors of the Burmese economy, such as oil and gas, agricul-
“ture, mining, forestry and timber pmdnm development
ququ:sEﬂpnm, and infrastructure,” among others. The
.two countries’' Joint Commission for Bilateral Coopera-
-u'ﬂnnmsthﬁd'uiedm meet in Manila in early June,
+ Indeed, the pace of social, political and economic re-
forms has been breathtaking. Only in 2007, the Philip-
pines was foreed o host the Asean summit sfter Burma
forfeited its right 1o the rotating presidency of the region-
-al organization because of widespread protest over its hu-
~man rights record. The summit was held in Cebu. Manila
“tad historically been critical of Burma. It was joined by

E: rtr_rms Edulmgahﬂeﬁngh}rﬂle
United Mations spmnl representative to Burma, only to
'be overruled by the majority of the Asean leaders who
sided-with Burma, worried that the briefing would violate
the Asean policy-on non-interference of each member's
internal affairs.

The Philippines was for a long time the lone voice in the
hsean wilderness, Since mainly an economic club, Asean
~is argahering-of tightly controlled that do not
“want to pres:nre oo much the Burmese jum’a lest their

‘own al dght-fistedness be exposed.
= But' Plﬁ]ﬁmﬂ held firm against the military

dﬂpm:lnmms so that by 2010, the military junta was
to hold elecrions, the first in 20 years. Many
hndﬂ:xpe:teditmhe a sham, especially since Suu Kyi's
arty boycotted the election. In fact, the Philippines had
. warned Burma that a less than credible election would
undermine Asean unity. But lo and behold, Thein Sein
‘eame into power and quickly nnplemmmdrdnmﬂhﬂ
have led to what we may call now as the Burmese spring,
" Burma is instructive for the Philippines in particular
and the Asean in general. The Asean would risk losing its
aredibility and imperiling its own respective member's at-
soempts at democratizaton and liberalization if it lets
renegade continue with their depredations. Now
“that members have signed the Singapore accord, which
seeks to bring regional economic integration into a higher
devel, smﬂla,r:utlmFumpean Union's, but also with the
- promise of political reforms, there’s no murning back at
tlemocratization. The charter commits Asean members,
o a;;nth ndc!ilf!{‘a::;'l;ld >
Emdgnmum = to promote hu-
Fﬁnnghmnmifun&amtnmlﬁﬂﬂmh.
Long athorn on the side of Asean, Burma has become a
Ihﬂﬂﬂﬂtﬂfﬁlﬂﬁﬂﬂpﬂhﬂfnf%mmﬂdufmm
ﬁ'spd[tjﬂfﬁmﬂmlﬂdﬂm Rangoon. Democ

and human n,ghushn-z.tldnn:hﬂan'{ﬁmd on the al-
Lar of ge as what Philippine diplo-
macy did when it i the Nobei Peace Prize cere-

rvmonies at the bidding of China, which was protesting the
~awarding of the prize 1o Chinese dissident Liv Yiaobo.
“The Burmese lesson shows that diplomacy should be
pn:nced based on principle, not compromise,

~ ~Singapore later that year, during the groap’s passage of

iy

-
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Deadly career

Being a woman, she would not
be harmed. That was what officials
in the Cagayvan Valley regional of-
fice of the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
thought when they assigned for-
estry specialist Melania Dirain lo
coordinate with local governments
in places considered to be hotspots
for illegal logging.

They thought wrong. Last Tues-
day night, 4 gunman entered Dirain's
office in Sanchez Mira town in
Cagayan and pumped her with bul-
lets from a .45-caliber pistol as she
was talking with an office messen-
ger. The gunman fled as Dirain, a
widowed mother of three, lay dyi:u;.

As team leader of the DENR's
Community Environmen! and
MNatural Resources Office, Dirain
was tasked to supervise the appre-
hension of undocomented lumber,
flitches and other forest products.
Last Jan. 27 in Aleala bown in
Cagavan, her team had confiscated
118 pieces of hardwood lumber be-
ing transported in a truck belong-
ing to the Chilippine National Po-
lice Regional Mobile Group. The

lumber and truck are impounded
at the DENR's field office in Alcala.

The possible involvement of
PNF members in a retaliatory al-
tack should prompt authorities to
turn over the probe of Dirain's
murder to the National Bureau of
Investigation, or at least to another
police team gulside Lhe region.
Dirain is not the first forestry
worker to be murdered. Other cus-
todians of the country’s dwindlin
forests have lost their lives or face
harassment in the past years. Mem-
bers of non-government organiza-
tions as well as journalists suppaort-
ing efforts to Hlegal logging
have also been or threatened
with harm.

The DENR's executive director
for Region 2, in a report to the head
affice, said that because of Dirain's
gender, “we th | they would
not harm her.” Obviously, her kill-
ers did not care about niceties such
ag gender. President Aquino
should instruct authorities to en-
sure that Dirain’s murder is not
added to the country’s long list of
unexplained killings.

7)
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e Mtlamia Times |
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BY ALITO L. MALINAD
XIMHUA NEWS AGEMCY

: The separatist Moo |5
lamic- Libergtion Front {HlllT
which has been smging mi iiker
necine war in the Southeen Fhil
Ippines snde the inkl 1920 has
condemned the reoeni spats ol
lddnappings i bindana,

In an editorial published in
the MILFs official welwite
“Ligharem cony,” (hee rehel group
saiil that kidnepping local resi-
dliems o Fore e bk "an Unoon-
seimmabileart tha deserved fo be
lenmunced and condemned in
the highest degree *

Thie editorial was issued vy the
eve ol thie resumption of the peace
pegoiations briween the govem-
et and the MILF in Xuala
Laimpiar which ended Widnesday

The Eunals Lumnpuor meeting. ihe
T5rh round of formal exploratory
valks; failed to pesobve conbesliom
kssises, miabeing it emganisilbide fon
brohi sicles 10 crafl 3§ peade apgnee
mienl withir the T guesrrer of
this yrax, which the government
has looked forwoand m,

Iy ks fewini sxatemnent isseed at
e end of the walks; both sides
imarely "gatistaciion on

the wnpufﬂ{ﬂ:m&mﬂnnr

and recopnizing thi mamy chal-
lenges that have yet o be resobanl
in oeder to find & pedivical sk
bo-the Bangsamoen ijiestien and
the armied pianfiicr in Mindanao.”
The twni purrtkes, absc acknowl-
exbgrd "ilie el 1o explore orea-

tive appoaches thar will address.

e |:r|:||JIH.i| lepal and other di-

|'A
5

February 17, 2012 |

MILF condemns kidnappings as talks with
Philippine gov't ends with no peace pact

metyion of the paohleas.” They
preed 10 meet agabi nest month,
iy im Kialn Lumipiir

I thee MULE exliborial, e refed
group said thal 18 s always bad
L[] Hdﬁrluﬂmmﬂw’ﬂmh{-
eignen die the vicima ithecomes
doibly difficilr becouse some-
timees it iz binded 1o the issue of
imternaticral formonam,

“In feods inito the appetiie of thos:
whioseant-the confiict in Minsdasiio
attached o the glotnl wai on 1
romisen” the edieorinl said

Thire are aflepatsion thai the
MUILF are adching o giviig sanimg-
ariey (o teeeori elements in
Mintdanan, ichiding those with
links ko e perroe gnonp- Al
Syl arud ilse Jemaal lslamiyah,

[hie SALLE, hemarrier, e denied
these aflegations although it has
iebmitzed thai some ormer MILE
doumbatnis have foined lawless
g known s Tostcommiands.

The MILF edifomial viewed kid-
napping nod just &n act of Fashar

ity ot also a grave skooin e ryes

u[lbr.ﬂmlahn
B iy fessser Jevel, o1 o an anti-
Ecq*mmmmﬂwmm
waarrs the weath ol the penple,* the
MILE sald, adelineg shat all the kid-
niippers that they knew ended up
st oty s hated men bt also poor
il penmibes: despite getting mil-
fnns from thiir “indusmy”

It mentioned some- naoaous
kidnappers auch a8 Abugado
“Cada” Mubarl, Tahir Alonio, and
Abu Sabraya, who areall dead now.

The MILF also advised foreign-
irs visiting Mindanao 10 be “ex-
tra carctul * beeause, acconding to
the group, no one has abwolule
ot oves this negion, nof even
the Atmed Fores of the Mhilip-
i {.tm nor the MILE

“This region ran be cassified
a unmmabltmthlm'lmn.

Ir alser calied on forcigners fo
conrdinate withthem if they wan
b WISE AR in Mindanao where
they have infloence “so that we
ca give than pestinent advioe a1
provide thim with escors.”

The MILF described the kidnap
pors % “difficalt erduie o deal
with am hiwe toe acked minids
with only the glae ol money, e
pecilly hirllirs, din their niimds.”

1Mt group ks frovwmied on
the giving of roscan o Kdnappes
becaute thid would only add difii-
culey in_pepotating o thelr re-
pamicipate |in the negoti
saand the chanoe of being li
b the " i

Actareding to The MILE a2 leasl
three Foreagisers and, sl i che
hamds eof thele ibductaek i

21

Wimdamao; Plwald Home from
Holland., Loresiso Yingigierra
from Switeerland, and Waren
Fockwell from Aameiabia

Thee et fate arud wahersabous of
the ehuree ove: sail] tenideronarns atthiosghe
a1 thie come ol Resdwell, thee MIELF saidd
he ks sileendy in-he hands of the Abu
St in Basilan of which they had

‘M conic whasoowr

The abduction last Feb 1 of
Hom Ini‘l’h‘l:gmn’m
Panglimn la, Tawi-Tawi h'«"
armed men has prompted the
embogsies ol the Lhbied Kingdoen,
United States, Avstralia, and
Canda 10 msur advisaries i i
dﬁ:rnm:pmdm wmmnm;

The twr forergtiens repo
wildlifr phomograplsen, wire seiecd
wehiile o hisaied 0 piemp boal along,
il @ ¢ertain Ivan barenad o local
puiide, who 'was ableio-gseape.

home in the seastde townof Ipil
it Zambeoangs Sbugay provinee
ared was brooghd b Rasklan)

His kidnappems hive de-
manded USET million ransom
from hib Filiping wife Mitaflo
tautimg, 27, bait Gurang sabd they
enfmnt dfford 1o pay

Both the Thilipping and Aus-
ralian niis have rejeced
ke mwm &5 widl.
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p.u 5.E.A. AT NEGROS ORIENTAL - Philippine Mine Safety and Environment Association r;rum:u Presidant
Lowio Sarmiento { Znd from Ial't} personally monitors the search and rescue operations being conducted by
the 'Pusong Minero’ team from PMSEA member company, Apex Mining Co. (foreground), at the landslide
ares in Barangay Solongon, La Libertad; Negros Orlental, "Pusong Minero” teams from member-companies,
as well as its Portable Water Filtration System which is capable of producing 30 gallons of drinking water
per minube, ware immediately deployed at Negros Orlental after a 6.9 mnritudaaarththe hit the prov-
ince. Alsa in photo with Sarmignto at the search and rescue site are (fram left) La Libertad Mayor Lawrence
Limkaichong, PMSEA Diractor Roger Casido, and Apex Mining Co. Safety Manager Tony Asis.
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“Top US exec

concerned
O et

Stite has cxpiessed serigus concem over
j | killings imvolving . secuTicy

But Kurt Campbell, assistant secretary of
stare for East Asian and Pacific affairs, okd
|rstwesk's hearing of the US House of Rep-
resentatves i o TECTOTISM,

killings has declined.” J ,
Campbell noted, however, that “trying
anad crvicting (ETPOLTalars Temns an on-
challenge” for Philippine suthorities.
I4e noted that *over the past years, some
invalved in politically motivated murdess.”
“As you are ware, the Us Congress hes
withheld 54 willion in foreign miitry fnanc-
irvg 1 e Philipginies perading progress twand
accourtubality regarding these kilbings," Camp-
bell i im s sestimmony (har was posted on the
mﬂuw%
cacy for hﬂmmmd specifically the
Tillings,” Campbell said mm
was providing suppon to the Pl
through the Asin Foundation "2 help
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pacity and streamline these cases which

“President Aquine, whose Enher was the
victim. gl the country's mast infamous ex-
teajudicial killing, has spaken on

de Lima
Juas shown herself to be a long-rime, ardent_
advocaie for human rights,” he said.

' During the Feb, 7 congressional hearing,
Camgphell also reported that the Philippines
relafionship and impede miﬂlﬂa.hmd

~ “Drimary among these is corruprion, though
there s veason o be optimistic as President
in0's CHMysIEN 10 T00C oul COPUpEn is be-

. ginning 1o take hold through public disclosure

of wiolatons, placing new eadership i over-
sight instimutions, public anGEEoNEsT) 16 Crony-
jsrrrand theough nescent injtiatives that—if im-
for grwdual but effecive change,” e said.
Campbell said that “as one of the eight
founding governments of the Open Govern-
ment Pirtnership launched Last Seprember
i Mew York, the Aquino government is con-

“mitted 10 a ginhli:i‘h‘u‘tfnrm&umw

enif, effective and accountible govermiange
are rosponsive to their aspirations,”

“f President Aquing and his adminismsion
remmiain commited an this track, T firmiy believe
P ' s glob-




Philippines to get one more ship from US

THE US Congress has approved the transfer of a second Coast Guard ship 1o [he
Philippines. an official said Friday, as Washington shifts its miiitary lies with Manila that
has been engaged in a terntanal dispute with China

Assistant IS State Secretary Andrew Shapiro told reporters he would consiger 3
Phillppine reguest to have the warship lumad over with as much military aquipment as
possible

That drew & sharp reaction from the Cammunist Party of the Philippines which on Fngay
said the US military was preparing the Philippine Navy as as frontdine orce agamst
China in connection with the brewing conflict over the Spratly Islands

“The transfer of anolher cutter from the US govemment serves the purpose of US
rrditary bulldup in the South China Sea " the group said in-a statement

‘Through such, the US is able to emplay the Fhilippine Navy as an augmentation force
in the course of its operations to permanently project its miltary presance and power in
the area and secure the {rade routes and Asian markets in the interest of Us monopaly
capitalist companias.

Defense Secrelary Vaitaire Gazmin on Monday confirmed there had been talks about
the Philippines acquiring another Hamillon-class cutisr

The Philippine Navy acquired its first cutter from the US Coast Guard last year and
renamed the 1867 -commissioned ship BRP Gregono del Pilar The Navy then deployed
the ship to the West Philippine Seaa (o patrol the ares

The CPP =said the transfer ot a second cutter 1o the Navy would furiher hesghten the
ension in the disputed Spratiys and provke China.
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O Thursday, officials of the LS congress announced that its Foregn Relahons
Committee was about to wrap up its decision to transfer the US naval cutter Dalias by
e end of the week and planned to sall it to the Philippines soon theraafter, the group

said

Bul defarse and military officials haye said the acquisition of war equipment 1s part of
the Armed Forces long-stalied modemization program, and that it has nothing 10 do
with the dispute aver the Spratly Isiands.

The govemment had earfier announced it 'was aiso negotating with the LS government
the acquisition of several F-10 fighters

| ast week Gazmin and other officiais went to ltaly 1o sign a five-year contract to acquirs
figher-nomber jsts frigates and destroyers and unmanned surveillancs aircraft

http (fweapons tech nology youngester com/2012/02/philippines-lo-get-one-mo re-ship-
trom himi




BFP acquires new ambulance
FPubtishad ° Thursday, February 16, 2012 00 00

THE Bureau of Fire Pratection acquired a brand new ambulance which will be shipped
immediately to Rio Grande Basin in Mindanao for medical operations

BFP actng commander Chief Supt. Samuel Perez said that the new ambulance was the
latest share fo the flood-stricken area after the two rubber boals.

The H1000 Hyundai ambulance was donated by the Armed Forces of the Philippines
Mutual Banefits Association Inc

In & simple tumover cereamony, AFPMBAI presiden! Retired EGen Ricardo Morales said
that the association decided to give away donations to other institutions after its assets
have reached tha P10 bilhon mark,

AFPMBAI alsa donated six ambulances o the General Headguarters Office; two to the
Philippine Army and one each to the Philippine Navy and Air Force,

The Bureau of Jail Management and Peanology, Philippine National Folice and
Philippine Coast guard also received one unit each

Moraies said that the association will continue to share ther benefits (o other agencies
of the government Joel dela Torre

hito Mfwww journal com phindex php/news/nationall2 404 8-bfp-acquires-new-ambulance
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Army troopers give
1-day allowance
BY GILBERT BAYORAN

The Phiiippine Army has raised P2 milian

for the earthquake victims in Negros

Oriental, representing the one-day subsistence
allowance of its 80,000-strong soldiers, is regional
spokesman, Capt Reylan Java, said

Java said the amount was used for the purchase of P2
million worth of relief goods, which inciude minaral water,
noodies and biscuits, among others, and were tumed
over to Gov. Roel Degamo and mayors of affected local
govamment units in Negros Onental

Degame lauded the effort of Ine Armed Forces of the
Philippines. especiaily the Ammy, who supported Negros
Oriental, not just during the earthquake, but dunng the
trapical storm " Sendon g’, that hit the province in
December |ast year

A member of the army receives a monthly subsistence
allowance of P2, 700, and one day equivalent is P80,

Java said the P2 million forms part of the amount taken
from the subsistence allowance of the 125,000-strong
aArmed Forcas of the Philippines, deducted from them
last year, also for donaton 1o ‘Sendong” viclims in
Negros Oriental and Mindanad in December [ast year,

Caol Francisco Patimonio, commanding officer of the
302nd Infantry Brigade, also acknowledged the support
of the Philippine Navy, Ar Force and Army engineers,
who immediately respondad after the magnitude 6.3
sarthquake hit Negros Orental iast week.

“1t would be very hard for the ground troops to facilitate
and hasten rescue, retrieval, and relief operations
without the support of these units. It was indeed a rare
dispiay of the Filipino spirt of bayaninan that united us
into ane commen goal of helping the peopls," Patrimonic
said

Patrimonio assured that the ammy troopers will continue

ina search and retneval operations in the vicnity of the:
vwo different landsiide incidents in Barangay Solonggon,
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La Libertad, and Barangay Planas in Guihulngan City

‘Our comiat operalions in purswung the armed rebais
were temporarily cancelled and were shifted into disaster
rescue, relief and reinieval operations when the
garthquakes oocumed”, he added.

Degamo, In 3 statement issued by the 3rd Infantry
Division, appealed to the people, especially to local
polticians, to unite and work fogether to help the peopie
and o fast-frack the rehabiitation of affected
communities

About 300 Army soldiers wera mobilized by the 3rd
Infamiry Division in the retrieval operations, especially in
the landside areas of La Libertad and Guihulngan City

Tne tumover of relief goods were also witnessed by Col
Jonas Sumagaysay, deputy commander of the 3rd
infantry Division; Lt. Col. Ramil Bitong, commanding
officer of 11th Infantry Battalion; Lt Col Rene Honasan
commander of the Alr Force Tactical Operation Group 6,
Mayor Nestor Reyes of Guihuingan City, Mayor
Lawrence Limkaichong of La Libertad, and Director
Minda Morante of the Office of Civil Defense *GPB

http (www visayandailystar comf2012/F sbruary/ 18/neqord . otm
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Manila gets second U.S. Coast Guard ship
Published Feb 16, 2012 at 629 AM

MANILA, Phiippines, Feb. 16 (UP1) - he Philippines navy soon will receive s second
decommissioned U S. Coast Guard ship armid concem that the move sends the wrong
signal to China.

Final U.S. approval for the sale of the USCEE Dailas, a Hamilion class cutter, Is under
way and the 378 footdong, 3,250-0n vessel should soon sail for the Philippines

The Dallas was comrmssioned in 1867 at the Avondale Shipyard in New Orleans. It
cames a crew of 167 and can stay al sea for sround 45 days, making it a high-
endurance vessel

Armaments included one OTO Melara MK-75 Temm gun, two ME-38 25mm machineg
gun systems and two MK 356 SRBOC systems. It also had a Phalanx CIWS missile
defense gun, along with other mountad maching guns.

Thie ship is being sold as an excess defense article through the LS. Foreign Assistance
Act 1961

But the Communist Party of the Philippines said the sale indicates the United Siates 15
preparing the Philippines navy as its de facto fighting force against China as the
tensions increase in the South China Sea a report in the Phippines newspapar
Business Mirmor said

"The transfer of another naval cutier from the U S govemment serves the purpose of
U 5. military buildup on the South China Sea " the CPP said in a statament.

“The United States is able to employ the Philippine navy as an augmentation force in
ihe course of its operations 1o pemmanently project its military presence and power in the
area and secure the trade routes and Asian markets in the interast of U.S. monopoly
capitalist companies.”

The CPP also said the acceptance of the Dallas makes the navy a target by enemies of
the Philippmes

A report in The Philippine Star nawspaper eonfirmed the sale of the Dallas soon will be
completed.

"I'm pleased to report that the congressional review process for anather ship — Coast
Guard cutter Dallas — wraps up this week," 1S Rep Ed Royce, R-Cailf toid & House
of Representatives Foreign Affairs hearing an U.S Philippine relations. "l should soon
be on its way to Manila.”
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The Dallas joins the former U.S. Coast Guard vessel Hamilton — renamed the Gregono

del Pilar — which was decommissioned in March and taken over by the Fhilippines navy
n May

Royce said the Dallas will bolster the Fhilippines navy's efforts to mainiain its termtorial
integrity

s referred to In Manila -- are driving the nations of southeas! Asia lo seek closer U.S.
tes.” Royce said.

Philippines military spokesman Col Amulfo Burges Jr. said the backing of U.S
polticians by agresing to military sales helps increase Manila's defensive capabilities,
the Star report said

“This is a welcome development for the amed forces of the Fhilippines which continues
to strive to be more efficient and effeciive m fuffilng its consttutional mandate of
protecting the people and upholding the sovereignty and integrity of #s national
territory,“ he said.

Philippines and China dispute ownership of the Spratly |slands, although they are under
Manila's controi,

Shapiro also said “the United States hasm taken a posilion on the claims, we believe it
will not be resolved through the use of force " the Business Mimor report said. "We will
continue to press that point to all the parties, that's been the LS policy under the
Obama administration *

hittp fhwww up: com/Business MNews/Sacy nty-Industry/@012/02/16/Mania-gets-second-
LS-C 0ast-Guard-ship/UUPI1-78141325381740/
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