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Navy officers hnked to Pestafio
slay want trial by military court

By Leilz B. Salaverria

THE NAVY afficers nocused of murdering
Ensign Philip Pestatio want their ease 1ried
by & military court.

1 o s festation and motion fiked

]EH'
dhity; they asked the Sandiganbsyan Thind Divi-

aion o refer deeir case [ a military eribunal
because of 'nagonal securiry igsues” and be-
cause the cise “involves mititary serminale-
g&hﬁmmm undersand.

" They also said the case be trans-
ferred because all the aceused sré mieimbiers
of the military, and because the armed
foreed s condueting ifs own investigaton of
‘military personnel with regard ro the cover
up of the Pesmiio case,

Pestatio wis found dead inside the Navy
vemse| BRP Bacolod City on Sept, 27, 1995,
with o gunshot wound in his hesd.

Earlier investigarions ruled his death waus
1 giicide, but his parents refused o believe
this ind hled &

il for murder
againat severil Nuvmn_
Murder charges

Lt inonth, the Office of the Ombodsman
filed murder charges before the ﬂi‘uﬂludu
bayan againat Capt Ricardo : Cm-
dr. Heynaldo Lopez, Hospitsl Man 2 Wetbne-
mio Aguino, L. Cmdr Luidegar Casis, Lt
it Alfrederich Alba, machinery repair-
mun 2 Sandy Miranda, Lo Cmde Josediog
Catien, 1. Cmde Huben Rogue, PO Cartim
Amoroso and PO2 Mil Leonor Igeagan,

The officérs have canrésted thedr indict-
ment and [nsiseed thit Pestifio took his
owa life. They also-zaid thar based on the
rank of the officere when the offenss was
eomumiltied, their case mustbe handled by a
regional trial court or a military triburnal,

Tn their ke deading, the acoused added
thiit their case should be under 3 milioey -
trenal because of matinnal security concoms.
This is becise the Navy ship where Pestaiio
thied woukd besubjiecr o eenkit Hﬂpu:ﬁim.

“Hence; the defense capabilicy of the
eniiry's navul force will be exposed to the
public agwell a5 to the snemies of the state,
ineluding bt por  Hmited: @ cerrorisg
groups,” they said,

They added that four of the accused are
senior inelligenes officers holding: sensi
tive positons in the Navy

They also sail that during the preliminary
investigation of the case, technical and mili-
ry terminologies and theories thas are for-
eigi 1o cviliars were raised. Thus, there is o
ned for military ooperts o handle e cuse,

The sooused alss noted thar & Manila coun
oould have jurisdiction over the case as well
because the Navy headgquareers isin Manila.

But they do not want the case (o go there
becanse of the alleged bias of Manila Mayos
Mfﬂ‘danfm'ﬂIP:mmflmﬂ}L
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_Pﬁ_.st;iii_o.ﬂaccused want military trial

IRV I™NG i scinueicy,
retired and active Navy of-
ficers Churped with the 1995
mirrder of Ensign Philijpy An-
drew Pestafy are asking the
sandiganhayan to reler the
case:for trial by o milicary
tribunal

The accused said tour of them
hald sensitive positions: 35 in-
telligence officers in the Mavy
and thot confidential mhmry
infermaeion might inndvertentiy
surfisce during toialsi the Sandi-
gankayun.

"For nationzl security red-
s, since the said Navy ship
(HRP Bacolod Citv) will be
suhjected to ocular inspod-
tion, hence, the delénse ci-
pability of the country s naval
fiorce will be exposed 10 the

public is well g8 1o the eo-
emies of the state, including
but ool Hmited o terrorist
groups,” thoy sild,

The sceuscd i the case ure
Mayy Capi. Kicardo M. Ordonez;
Commianders- B o P L
pi and- Alfrederick A Alba;
Li. Commanders Liidegar C
Casis; Joselivo Lo Colico and
Ruben B, Rogue, Mackinery
Hepabrman Znd Cliss Sandy 10
Mirands: Hospital Corpsman
2nd Chass Wetmeinio 1. Aquina
Petty Officer 181 Class Carlie
B Amomoso; Peity Officer 2nd
£ mss M Lisomizr Y. |garasan amd
i “John Dog™

Still in wetive service are Lo-
pez anil Casis of the Mhilippine
Military, Academy Class 1992,
Albu and Colicn of Chss 19594,

Apuring goed Miranda.

Prosecubors sald Pestano
was killed Mo his objection
the e bw his soperiory of the
Mavy vessel io trapsport o
lumber and saspected ol
idrigs

They: said the defendants
conspired to Cover up ihe
crime by making iy appear that
Pesmafio took His own life by
Aring a gun into his temple.

Hirweever, ini thetr motbon for
ceconsideration filed with the
Office of the ODmbodsman, the
10 acensed claimed Pestafio
had suichdil tendencies and
had artempied ooake his own
life 17 days hefore he was
supposcdly. feund dead with
a guns=hol wannd (0 the head
inside his cibin onthe BEP Da.

7

cuabodl €35y an Rept 27,1905

Phey fakd Testafio tried 1
cirmmin suicide by slushmg
Iiia wirist on Sept. LD, 1995 bu
wita paved by mwo clissmaics
wha reportedly toak him 1o
the Camp Navarro emiopl
Hospital in Zamboanipgs Ty,

The defendants: offorcd thnt
Pestafio may have becn suf-
fering from “deep doprossion”
becwsse of an administrative
complaint filed against him by
a lormer girdfriend after cheir
brizakup due o religions dif-
ferenecs

Thiy clabmed Pestafio was
pressured by his parents Lo
enid his relatinnship with thie
girl who belonged toou il
forent| religlous sect. — Peder

Tiebinzo
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4 eombat choppers delivered to PAF

FO TR convhar urilicy bellcoprers
have been delivered tothe Alr
Foree by a Polish-[ofian sirerift
supplier,

The tour Sokol aiccraft from
Angista PZL Swidnik of Traly
and Poland are among eight
that the defense departmem
acquired for P2 S5 billioo udar
the  milltary s modemization
prteTsn,

Thie b ottt are scteduled
Lir b deliviered m thi lasd guar
et uf this vear

The defense doparimen|
wwiardhed the projet 1o Swidinik

— —— o ey st

in Wovember 2000,

The [our-aircralt delivercd
Tuesday night are being in-
spected at-the Clark Adr Tase
in Pampangi by i projoct team
irom the Afr Force, said Mg
Gen RBov Deversturds, AFP
doputy chiel of stalf for plans.

"I theeret s nn problem {secn
i e sleceafi), the pext step
I phoey weil] e reecived By the
Mulipprine Air Poree; Unce re-
coived, probahly in one o owo
wiecks, they are going 1o be
opcrationgl " e sasd.

The sireeaft are expected bo

pmprove the Air Fonee's combat
pir support 48 thoy will be serv-
i i imseriiingg, extricaning, aned
miovang roaps and supplics.
They pre also seen oo impeaye
the nifitny search and roscue
capahifitics during emergencies
anvil calamicles,

“These urilicy hellcopiers are
mult-purpase s Yon -Cun e
thpoue for transpariing moeaps.
alr evacuachon of the woended
o disaster response.” said De-
weraturdil

Neveraturda could not im-
mediately say where specifi-

cully these alroraft would be
deploved. “The deterninstion
of whiere they are poing i b
used, we are leaving that up o
those in charpe of the dpem-
tiams, " hie sajd,

A nummber of othier cupnpmeent
gnd tmndware g dus Lo b
delivered by variuus sipplicrs
o the ATP this year, chuding,
thoee Jiteck ool Do tlae My
33 muadiipurposs okt Eapch
crx for the Preshlbclal Secierity
Crresu, ol 1O s of 21
- iraar pubes: wmoag orh
v, = Vigdor Reyes
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ﬂﬁl atifity hsalicopters
urrived in the country on
Féesduy night 2 part of the
mt-iq multibillion peso
ity upgrade uwnd

which nl part of the cight
elicuptirs purchased from
hﬁﬂumawmmum amd
mmhnmmm
i ;
: G
o T will be wssembled in
Al Masie! by unr ussessmant
dnh Phllipping Air Foree. Sa,
Iq-_mn a5 pussible wo cisald use
them,” Deveralurds suid.
w: b banst to mur
eagabllity,” Dyveraturds added.
Acoardbieg b Deverndurds, the

remiining four Sokols are
ecipecied Lo be deliverad lasi
guurter of this year.

Air Foree spokesman [z, Cal,
Miguel Ernesto Okol sald that
ihe eight brand new Sokol
comhat utility helieopters are
worth P25 billion.

Okal explained that Sokol or
Faleon in Polish can be flited
wikh equipment depending on the
mission that makes it an ldeal
utility hellcopter for the PAF,

"It is-NVO (Night Vision
Goggle capable and is equipped
wilh un SN 850 Aumtopilot,
Campared to the Fuay, the Sokol
is n more capahls utility
plutform,” kol said.

Okl sazid thll. while Huey

ju.uan“r& tlus
accnmimibdide 10 pasengors with
a matmiim bakeofT welght of 14,
i Tha,, an endirance of three
hours and 19 minutes and it cun
ritieh o muximoim range of 442
nautieal miles oo single mqn.
with airapeed of MG knots

*This Solol is fitted with gun
miiants for this MUOD MG on bath
sides snd when otilized during
seprch and resope or over water

Floatation Gear attnched to the |
lowest portion of the aireraft. |
It ean also perform varions
missivns other than combat to
development offorts,” Oknl said.
Aside from combat
Deveraturda said that the Soknl
can plsy be useful in disastar
m.ﬂ:ﬁﬂm
The military's capability
upgrade and modernizatinn
program went on high gear sinee
Test year, wilh the Navy's

Sukol can wm

United Stazes Doast Guard, Sow
numad BRP Gragorin dal Pilar,
which is tagged as the loonle
symbol of the AFP upgrade, the
cutter cost the Philippfne”
goverrment more of less P400T
milkinm.
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PAF Gets 4 New (hnppeu

_‘I'I-;_I.|:|JII,.:|
irst batch af ths r

HEW HELICOPTERS — The Philippine Ajr Force gets & nesded oos]
with the dalivery of four brand niew Combat Utility Helicopters from
Augusta PIL Swidnik of Italy and Poland at the Clark Air Base in
Pampanga on Valentina's Day. (Amjo Porer)

ey Balieoplers s aweleome addition
byi e et of thae PAE

He said thiot the formal blessing
antl Turnover of the PAF s newesl
seipuesition will be announced follomar-
ing the completion of sssemblv snd
rigid test fiights to be conducted on
e mow helivoplors.

Avcording (o Livutenant Colomel
Miguel Ernesto G. Okaol, PAF Pub-
e Information Office dirscbir, Lhie
"okl or Faleonin Polsk, can be G
ted with vivnnusegutpmisil - depend
ing o bee mission— thal miakes il on
pifusad ubilily hizbooplier foe the AR

IL is NVG INight YVizion Gogeie)-
capubile and = equipped with an 5N
30 Autopilat, e acded.

Compared G thi Hidey helleop-
fers, i said the "Sokol™ iz n miors
capable ulility platform

O] explomed that while the Huey
el Y anly seven passensery, Lhie

“Sakol” ran reenmmiodata 10 passen-
gers with o msximuom takeoft weight
of 14,110 pounds, an vndurance of
three hours-and 19 minules, and i
can resch g moximun range of 402
nautical miles In a single Might. with
airspesd of about 140.5 kmnks

The “Sakol” is Gtted with gun
mounts for the MEOL MG on both
wides; and whon utilized during
search and rescue (BAR) or over
water operations; it can-be equipped
with: pilot-confrolled Emeargency
Floatation Gear attached b tho lw-
est portion of the aircrafl

I enn alst perform various: mis-
sigsres plher than combal (o support
the eounley's pesct ad development
efiorts.

“The CTTH propect i worlth P28
hiltian, ind has undecgone the fond
BOTERMINE provess prior (oo lis pro-
eurermenl,” Ol said
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New combat

choppers arrive
in Clark

By ALEXIS HDIIE.HH
Fowir oo romibat utility nhu:-

mﬂred&nmmfummm arm-:f-d

s the country, the ﬂn.i
Artaed lmm
ﬂh:lpn Mlaf. 1.!1-m:mmrdu

said the J1HE arrived al Clark Afr-

base in P,

"We can use. these far transporting
troaps, i evacustion of the wounded or
dimaster espunse Ilﬂummrda tobd Gmg'rrl—
TR N ﬂgurrla in Cezon

Aircmmet i:uma:n Lt Col. MEELII.'[
Ohkol said 1:I:|:r sy uﬁwirer
from: Augusta PZL Swidnik o Italy- and
Poland.

Okal saed four more combat u.iihrz
helicopters from Augusta PZL Swidni
gfmﬂw:ﬂqxfmj b arrive In the last quarter

ThL cight helicopters are worth P2
hillion:

Okl mn:l the “Sokal” {Palish for Fal-
con’ ) he is an |deal wr assel since
ltﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬁl&dwﬂf‘l viuipmient depending
on its mission.

He sald ﬂ!-EHHIIm[:!Pﬂm are night-

vision
%'gk—caquh and pquipped with an SN
Aumm]t‘rt

E

The Prilogine 5TAR  INIETAMS
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here for Air Force

By Dona Z. Pazzibugan

TWO years since it placed its or-
der, the Philippine Air Force
(PAF) received four brand:

mbmuﬁﬂwmmlup_"'
grade its dwindling fleer of vin-

Hﬁﬂimdmmn

The second batch of four oth-

er helicopters are expect=d to
be delivered in the last guar
ﬂ[l’]‘.l-l:!,rm

Compared to the UH-1H
Huey helicoprers, kol said the
plarform.”

It is night vision goggle-capa-
ble and equipped with autapilor

mlﬂidi!hu.mm
takeoff weight of 14,110 Ibs.

. and 19 minutes and can reach

& maximum range of 40Z nau:
Witk an ﬂﬂl'nrd 1405
knots,

E“ﬂﬂﬂuﬂﬂﬁi‘n.‘;m-“d!

£
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Military acquires eight cnrnbat helicopters for P2.8b

By Florante 5. Solmerin

FUUR of cight Sokol combat
utlity heticopters from Swidnik
of Pnlimd heve m’hrud. an offi-

'Tbnhﬂi—tl:w:hqqmﬂh
nwdlnmut;ﬁlm Chark Air Base
Deputy Chict
Mm-mhh: Clen. Roy

I.H'J"_H:uhlrlh.

" said

“A group’ af technicians and
piluts from (he Air Force are con-
‘ducting inspection: and  asseas-
ment umd, il satisfied, they will

assomble them.”

The helicopiess were the first
batch of & PIS-billion oedor
plnqnd.lrxun-mu The next wl
last hatch is scheduled o be de-
hivered in the [ourth quartes

%mhﬂwm

I:i!:l—'pm'pnu ﬁn'u:nnuﬂ.u.

“You can use these for trans-
mmufﬁrmm
tion und disaster response. They
SIS LS POV (-

Adr Force spokesman Lt Col.
Mignal Emesto kol -said the

choppers coubld be fitted with
specialized cquipment to match

m:mmmw
utility heficopiers,

For combat missions, the
Sokol can be fined with gm
mounts for MG0T machine guns
on both sides, ysd when used for
scarch and roscuc aver water op-
enitions, i can be equipped with
pilot-controlled emergeney fiata-
thon gear sliached W the lowes
partion of the aircraft.  Net page

Military...

e far Poree pow bey 50 belicoprers of which 400 arc

opcrational af any gives i

Detverniurds spid the Armed Forces was discossing the
procurenient of & squadmn oL F- 16 el Gghters oo the nexl phise

uhismndmmmﬂﬁ'nm_
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Abante W

Exctiamanaed 108 sigl Dhepart- Simald ni May Cen  ofing mps jets af muliki e sasvon 33 pobvernn ng s-
ment of Motioanl Defense - Roy Deversnrds np - o nng - gnp. Kailangsn natm ipdos Unides.

(DN st Armed Forces of - gamu’ hindi askasall 52 talag ang [hed] fighter ca Somianfaly  duniating
the Phifippings (AFPTang  first batoh BE ol bibil-  pehifity. Ang proposal natn  moang £ e 8 eehal uti-
pechili npe isank squadron hing kagenitan &g jel oy wang squsdron o s |4 lity heficopters na ifwrder
reg Fe16 jef fighters bulaing . Gighters,  pindg-ouesspan  homggang 24 na pirsso ng ag Ajr Faree sa Swidnik,
hishahagy ny - ginagawang’ ma ito s lehef ng DND i .78, and Devernmurda iramng suppller sa Polaisd
modsrmisasyon st knga-  AFP o posihleng ipaiooh Mutnsundann s k- “Mharting il -
imitae, ayon s1 Deputy i ss second tasch, - midig any Deparment of  bi ang 4 m bagonp Sokol
Chiel of S&iT for Plans “Bumds ooong RS the Foretgn Affiirs (DFA)  mtin se (e Air Base 3a
{1-5) kahagon ni-Gclamunissin A g GAF faunang  nagpahn-  Pampangs Pemisek mmon-
ng on BBl ang gobyer- 0" and LE Col. Miguel Fr-
ne ng F-lo m augsimus  nesod ol el ng
b oo itong maldpagiegn- A Force, (FB Salareon)
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PMBAIT)L

tion (BFP) mule sa  Swahi ni Retired B din ang ibinigay o8 an-
A Forces of the Gen Ricando Morales bulansya sa Philippine
Muteal Ben-  Presidente st CEDng AF- - National Police, Burcau
efits Inc. PMBAL wng donasyon of Fail an
TAFFMEATL) opang ma- wﬂhnmmﬁk Penology at Philippine

gamit ng shensiya sa Ef it associafion 52 Coast :
pagsaagawangmedical - buong bansa iy matapos  Ayon kay Morales.
operuthe s ma umabot P10-B angas- bangad ng kumpanya
nplods-  sel np asosEsyOn. na ipagpatuloy ma lum-
EH. ' manag-donate  ago ang kanilang as-

i mmmﬁ% din ng anim na hagong sels af muibalik saman
DVET CETEMNNY N o
Hinang LR i T m:_\mhul at pamilys
director, gliier Supt E Tawa 53 'Pﬂh‘p‘p[ug oy o -

vz mm :rmm; i
Rio Grande Basin P
Mindunao,

Sinabi ﬁl:l Perez na
na-

;.uhing Eagung_ﬁh“.
inkys para magamit
Hhﬂng maEtmnq ng
ng scrbi um
ol maln

ng mais-

H o e
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BFP ACQUIRES
NEW AMBULANCE

THE Bureau of Fire Protection acguired a brand new
ambulance which will be shipped immediately o
Rio trande Basin in Mindanas (or medical apera-

BFF acting comminder Chiof Supt. Semuel Peres
siud that the new ambuolomee was the katest share b this
Fhood-sincken wros afier Qe twio ribber baats

The HI000 Hyuhdai armtmlance wan domated by
e Armed Forces of the Philippines Mutual Benefits
Association Ine. : :

Inasimple tumover ceremony. AFPMBAT president
ﬁmdﬂn Bicarda Morakes saic that the assecintion
docided fo give away donations 1o oler insitutions
ifter its ansits hive reachid fhe PLO biflion mark,

AFPMBAT also domated sis ambulances to theGem
wral Headguarters Offlie; two to the Philippine Army
and one cach 1o the Philippine Mavy mdp ir Farce

Thar Buresu of [afl Manainament and Penology,
Thilkppine Matiomu] Police ned Philippbme Coast piined
il received ore unit rach

Migales naich thal the sssociation will contimp i
share their honelis to ofhier agencses of the sovern-
ment, Jool Tarra

|45 R

QLLES]

Xy
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CADET Cal, Chardrs Antbony Cwtsrhas wes swarded
b¥ Presidenl Noymoy Ageise (gbuve photo) s the
Armicd Farers ol the Phillppines ROTC Cadei of the
Yewr 2011, The nedal wun given doring the Anned
Forces ol the Philippines’ 76ih Anniversary beld Ingl
Beeemiber 31 i the AFP General Hesdguuorters: in
Comp Genersl Emiliv Agoinslds in o Lity,
Chiarles Antwary Liimbas was alan the Philippioe
Alr Fonce BOTC Cader of the Year 2001 during the: Philij=
[,'ff“ Adr Forog Brith Annivercory bl lnst Tuly 1, 20 i-ai-the
illames &bt Crasdstand i Liry
Prior 1o these hiomors, Calarban war combered it G-
stancding Camdumie: Awd om Bay 2E 201 | dweng de Tk
Fance Sammer Cadre Trainisg L mo At Tore Ciry, Claik
A Huser, Framprings, Tle placed Top % for obéninme s 90.9%5%
prade hoth in jeadeisse and militry phises of instpection.
Colarhas |s the Lliiveisity of Perpenual Help. Sviting
BALTA Lus P Cerps eossmonider af the [36th Erepran-
ment of Air Science md Tocrizs: He is g dicl yesr Weckanical
Engmeering sindess ol UPHED.  Dennds Caparis Al

[%




return seen
as Okinawa
base closes

By Michaela P. del Callar

I Amveriean militany buses sesm to
b returrming Lo A Philipgines under
President Aquine's guvernment,
diespite the 19657 Constitution hanning

Lhie stay of foreign militury bases

It &= beim done In ueh & eircuilous

weary that cireummandss U eonstiturinnal
provisu ot milieary hases.

The Tinked Suikes ks eveing the
trmnadiar of some of the thouswels of

toythe Pl s Tisshingtun roduos
s milfitary presence b e Japanese
ik, where residents e culiod it
Lhe: shasderm of is bsrge imilitary hase.

Wizshiugtun s scrapped an initlal
tratafer plan mod now plans o move
only 4,700 of about 8 000 Marines
from Okinawn bo & new hase in the
U Paeific territory of Guum, The res.
of the Marines may be rotuded iy
Ausralia and pousibly In Fe=ail and
e ERillpplres, Jagcinsse s dgey.

Kijorin reparicd

We've jnsk :innluput an’
agreement with Australin to do n
rotutivnal presence Lhere, We're
wirking wilh the Philippines on
fwrpesfulty i similnr sroanyfoment there:
85 woll™ Defense Secretary Leow
Pancits was gquitied by Kyodo a5
narin ud ik hesering of the US Senate

Armad Services Comunil{es,

8 wlficiids heowe apmoumced phons
to deploy Marite coptingsnts in
nochom Australla, dock shipys n
Singapore and inlensify joint military

Tara b pogre ¥

e
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TaTh

mercisen and ship visils to the
¢k ag: part ol
.mhnﬂummmm

Weatern Pacific rejion Lo
erbalones  Ohina'a

i Affairs Seeretary

" Albart del Rosario hus said that
 the United Stuss may alsn rotite
ml'.ﬂmu Lroops in the

has come o realize how rapidly
it Tnat the milviantage
nndi.hhlmmnlimwm-d
aver the ‘when It sepped
back and fioused its attention in
Iraq and Afghanistan,
China, which prefers hilateral
negotiations with uther claimant
eountrics 6 solve the Inng-
running territoriul row, rojeets
uny atlempts to disouss the

oot i,
espocially the US, which it
rmlrﬁ-it.‘lmpﬂm

 The sverlupphng claims extend

- aach of the claimanis" Lecritory

fur buyund thefr shore to cover
sra stretrhes that teem with Osh
and marine resouress. China,
along with Taiwan, harbor the
mest amblilons claims, which
cnver virtually the while sea body

(4o

although they have not detailed
the limits and basis of those
r.]:i:u uside from citing
“histnric tithos. "
Munils maintalss the pesition
that all claimants should adhore
to intarmationud luw, such as the
United Misthons Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLoS), In
resolving U dispites,
Tensions rose lasl year when
Lt ‘and Vietnam hav
accused China of lncursions in
thelr reapective territories,
harassing its flshermen and

-sahotaging oil explorations in its

wislurs faring the South China Sea
~ This prompéed the Philippines,
whose milltary Is among the
mhﬁththri'eﬁun,h-lumm
the Lo upgrade ita - defansg
mﬂﬁl‘ft: =0 it can guacd s
waters in and
Spratlys,

liurtlu'




From page Al

releviint, factor in thest at-
tacks," &:ﬂ:pnnmanl:mﬂ.

“Historically Muslims have
been alienited socially from the
Christian majority, und §ome
ethnbc and culroral discriming-
rion spdinst Muslims has been
recorded,” irzaid.

“Young Muslim professionals

that some employers
Mushims a8 heing

less sducated. Some Mushims
also reported that they had dit-
Aeulrty renting rooms in boned-

Muslims of their homeland and _

RS REPORT ALY

ing howses or being hired for re-
il work if they used their real
Tiamies of wore distinerive Mos-
lim dress; Therefore, miny. re-
‘wortéd 1o adopting Christinn
przudonyms and wearing West-.
ern cloching,” irsaid.

"Over the past Bi) years, =f-
farts hy the dominuent Christian
population (o resenle in oudi-
rionally Moslim areas. such a5
Mindanan, have e
senonent imong many Mushim
rasidents:  Mamy  Muslims
viewed Chrissian proselytizing
o another fosm of resartlament
with the intention of depriving

(L

cyltural identity, including their
refigion,”
Amicable ties

Bl Tdespire “thess crcum-

smnoes, amicable fes smong
religions commumnitics wers

in interdencminational efforts

.l.n allwmz poverry,” said the

Am:-:ﬂing to- the State De-
partment, he government per-
mits - "religious insiruction in
puhlic schooks with the parsnts’
written consenn, provided there
is ng costto the government.”

Jerry E. Esplanadu
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Retrieval operations to be terminated tomorrow

Soldiers en,gnged i e
%ngnd '.r:ih!.: in
u -
?dugrmﬂmnta] alr.iﬁudu»
tribarted P2 milbon worth of
relief

The raldbers: donated their
pay as their contriln-
ﬂddualﬂ'mﬁds

Ty B

tothe evacuees. -

of the varthiquake = uun:nd Barangay Ianas
victms. town v

This developed xs Nation- Citywomld be
al Disaster Risk Reduction m

and Management Coundl Ramos said the retrieval
executive director Benito  operations could have been
Ramosannounced yestenday  ended today but were ex-
that the retrlev-  tended upon the request of
alo in Barangay the local

Solongon in La Lihe:tad Thn decision ta :Ermu—

(e

nate the retrieval
caime as joint Army and
lice pescue feams have
topecover more bodies from
the quake-devastated vil-
lages, Ramos:sald,

He said the two devastated
cuammarities woubd be devel-
o] b el st
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Abulleader with P3.3-M
bounty falls in Zambo

Government agents arrest-
ed o gub-commander of the
Abu Sayvat with a P3 3-million
m@wanﬂmzﬁm
mﬂﬂ ﬂniﬂﬂlh_lr‘-hi#ﬂ.

Abdulhan Ussth, akias Jeron,
28, became the third member of
Hmﬁhuﬂaﬂaihhearmhd
by the Criminal
wﬂﬂd&ﬂhﬂﬂmq:

'111::11-E,|n:11=|a|]5ﬂl a8 :l;ﬁtd

W
pﬁtﬂﬁﬂ&hﬂh hy
Adr Division of the
Air Force, and the local

lice
at the Zam e

boanga ity public
market by virtue of an arrest
warrant Iudnapplng and
serious illegal detention.

in Sy,
cm-c;chﬁﬂmw Samuel
e said Ussily is the
l:h-l:ﬂ A!:rn. E.aygni lﬂﬂdﬂr wim

‘wis aman the

fell into the hands of the joint
FH}'-CHJG—AFMn
Harun |al halma.;‘{mh
dal, in last Jan. 26 and
Sanny Bakim Barahim, alias
f:nﬂul,hﬁtlﬁul?

| ,m%w

.mMUmhm’m;t

I,inhmn officer of the: Iﬂ'mr!:lt
to those l'n -
m with food = :
Bunifacio ad E Lizsih
i ha & st
W tﬂ'ﬂ da'buu::ﬂynf
P33 million by virtue of the
order af Department
Edrl"illimal Defense ‘and the
Deparimient of the Interior and
Local Government
Ussih s now onder the:
custody of the CTDG in Zam-
boanga City. — Non Alguitran,
Roel Parefio

17
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Muabmpr .
Business Insight

Ranking Abu Sayyaf leader nabbed

JOINT opemnng umts frosm the
PP Cromingl Isvgshginin and
Betecnon roup  (CIDG)  and
the Inreilsrenee Unde oof the Phil-
i Air Foree bave areested
ommander of the terwonst
Abuhovval Geoup (ASD] Inam-
b City eadly Toesdsy night,
I his seporr w CILKE chuef [
rocmor Samuel 1 Pagdidan . He
gian: B CIIG el Semor Supt
Crenernsn Bomdtacin idensfed the

suspect ua Abdafhan ' Ussin aliss
Jer 28, d residencol Vajida Mer-
wimiat, Slnurse, Zamboangs, Ly,

Papdilae sasd Lissth i3 the: ghisd
Asly rerropst who ban fallen m
the hands of the jmnr PRP-CI-
10 AFT exprerushe unive Sollow-
g the ireest of Hozon [alalis.alins
Aba Tndad b Basilen oo jeniacy
2h, wud Sonny - Bakdm Bambom
bl Ak Frmgel of Issbeda Ly,
Dusilany on Jamaary 17,

L'k, sls forsbidep o the Plack
']'ungln:ng'. was aoedncd by the
loeal CIDG - thie 3ed Ade DHvisios
uf the Als Foree, and membets of
lwcal police insde the Lambognps
Publc Markee ar amund 6 pn
b wirtue of mn ames) waosane fuos
kidnapping and sesnues Tegal de-
FrrErirsn.

He was g sub-comimdndes ot
Abar Savvaf Group keader Radulin
Sulddreiel ablas Putod in Sul

Honitacio said ghat From 2001 1w
2000, Llesth perved as the hossan
of the ferromat groug with those
whal pronaded  them with Tood
="'\-'-_“Pl-"l"ll

Bowifocie said Laih is inchoded
iy the Gir of mos wanted pensins
far the munonal cazegory and has &
bownoy of B33 millon for e arrest

Lisgih i onder the custody o the
I an Aamnbosmps City,— By
writarred A fiva
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ABU SAYYAF LEADER CAPTURED

COTABATO CITY: State secierity foeces cuptured o beader of the Al Qaida-finked Aba Sayyaf group In
Lambeanga clty, police said Wednesday, Feficisimo $hu, Jrreglonal palice diectar for Wesser Mindanag, said
the suspect, Abdultan Ussih, 24, was arrested by memisers of the Criminal lmvestigation and Decection Group
on Tuesday night srund £:00 p.m., at his Tamboanga oty hideout. Khu said Ussih, 2 sub-commander who has
Been mmmmmﬁrﬂﬂnq:mgudmmﬂm Pt 4 577,283 bounty an his head. The
Abe Sayyal s a militant qroup founded i the 19905 and has perpetrated a number of high-prafile stracks,

icading Kdnapping, bembing and beheading The military estimates the group, which has ks with extarnal
mﬁ:tw:mm mhmmnwmmmm KINHUA

|8



~ theregions ‘;3‘

(L b 4§l Tamiey

THURSDAY

Febroary V&6, 2012

Troops seeking kidnap
victim clash with Sayyaf

TAMBOMNGA CITY: Trosiapm searching fon
& Hdnapped Avstealsa adventures
clashed Wednesday with Abu Sayval
prititaines v Measiban, 0T lals sald.

Officials saicl e fighting etup-
ped o the town of Simikip, an
area where Wiiren Hodwell, 52, 18
betivved being held captive by the
gl Chaedaifinked ierror goonp
Blamed for the spate of kidmap-
pings-for-ransom and attacks in
the woubled region

Rosdwell was Eidnapped by five
punmen disguised sx-policemem i
Devember from bis home o thise-
slde town of Iptl in Zamboan

and brought b

onef e

There were na reports oo cawuaal
thiss dn the 20-minute fighiing, b
troops reepaeied bumb maieriais
bingubar and & motorcycle bef be-
tind by Aevang Abu Seyyaf punimen
led by I.de: Muads, piv Expie
bomber maker, dcoonding o Ay
Colpnel Woando Visava, com-

imanderof military fonoes in Baslan
one of five provinoes under the
Aduslirm autonomons Tegion.

“There is af ongoing operation
apaingt the Abu Sayyaf and we e
racking down the terrorists,” Vissna
1ol The Munila Times oy phione.

Rodwell's fate B still nnbecwn, b
the: Idduappits demanded $2 mil
Lsomy pamsiom froan his Filipano wife
Miraflor Crstang, 27, bt the woman
saic by canived affiond 10 pay. Both
tse Philipyrines and Amseralia also re-
peceeid i ramsom demand.

ihe fimer Australian army sol-
dier marred ihe Filiplns ondy in
Jueie lase year in |l 20w

I was nel hmmediately known
wheether the militanis are among
thaae hiiding the foreigner. bt the
milifary eommander said the gang
was alsn tagped as behind aitfacks
o constniction sites in the prov.
binee, puamt several nautical miles

soith of Zamboanga City.
AL JACINTO

0
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MILF hands over 8 bandits

theregions

7
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to local officials

BY AL JRCINTO CORRESFINDENT

AMBOANGA CITY: Muslim rebels
handed over to the authorities eight
suspected criminals they arrested in

Lanao del Sur.

o ab Hog, a spokesman forahe
pom lalamibe Libetailon Freon
EMILEY, sabd those arvesved were ac
vinsed of hanadiney and 1agped 8 he-
hakid the mueader of 8 kool Mosiim
pye lesder m the sovwen of [Magapn-

"We handed the bandits to |o-

the meiy capve since Februany 10

Bui Al Hag demed the report "We
just arrested the bandits, The MILF
canmat igrore the ples of the people
10 puta skop to-criminalities in the
forert, Bven tovwn officials have ac-
kinowledped ovr role inc putting &
stop Lot nefarious activithes. of
thiese barmlits. We have waned them
alright,” b g

AT Hucp i villageos Tuwe wivieghi
Uhe el of Che MILEF im atvestlog the
gang also hlemed for numy canke

rustiing, iibepal dmg wade and ex-

wartion in the towm

ezl wwn afficisls and we wnder-
arairvd thar they would be handad
qwer o the police authorites,” he
el Thie Mdameli Times.

Bul Colonel Bramiel Lucers,
commandar of an army brigade m
th provinoe, saic the MILF s 50l

Thie MILF, the counmy's lirgest

Mnslim rebel group, B oumenthy me-

gotinting poaoe with Manila, and the
incident was among those disamssed
during the three-day peace talks in
belalavpin that ended Wednesday,
Chief government peace negoti-
tor Marele Leanen called on the
ML bon sk sbthy gowermmbitin b
ke the perdir on e grond, s
by pondens that the rebeld huve
mioved and condudied aotiong
withoul propes coordinmion with
the ceasefite mechanisma. the Ad
Hoc Joinr Acrion Groap or the Co-

ol

holding the men. “As of 2 pm
isday, ol A stngle of those being
Ik by ihe rebrels ane refeamed, ac
oot g to Faagn ey Moy Ui
lanle Rato-Macatanong, " he sxld
i & SEPALELE [THLETVIEW,

Luwerty gxiid ‘the local council has
passed & resolunon demanding the
Pl o rebseds brom the wawn, The
villagers s scared and they wani the
rebely out of Magapo,” he said,

He said some of the men were
punished by the rebels snd received
lzshies: “The men were given Lishes,”
hie said adding the MILF iz holding

wrdinating Comminer on the Ces-
sation af Hostilities.

“We do have the AHIAG mecha-
nisms that will enabbe us o work
togrther o dnkerdict thise criminals
that find sanciiary, within vanois
oomamuriities. [ is alsu. by working
poggeri b i e siicd et biss panic
anl bnstithility 24 we isegitiate 4 0.
il peeace fuenl.” Leonen sid.

Thie BALLE fia Faecied
pubicly over.a doder criminaly i
lnmtdmiﬁ!ﬂuﬂmnl‘hl&ipum
over the past two domdey, despite o
sirong protest from ﬁfgmmmmr_
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 Police arrest Abu Sayyaf
leader in Zamboanga City

Police operatives arrested
in wlleged sub-commander of
the extremists Abu Sayyaf
Group (ASG) in Zamboangs City
::H. Tuesday night, palice repart

Arrested wus Abuthan Ussih
allds Jeron, 28, of Vajada
Meramar, Sinunoc, Zamboanga
Clty inside the eity's puohlic
miarket around  p.m.

Ussih has w P33 million
bounly on his bead, CLDG
THrector Samucl qui‘f,a.n I,
yesterday sald,

Report sald that Ussih is an
| sllzged sub-communder of Abu
Sayyaf group leader Kadulsn
Sahiron allas Putol in Sulu,

The arresiing men were
armed with & wirranl of arrest
againat Uasth for kidnapping
and serioug illegal detention

Binee last month, the PNE
had already bouled sl lesst
three Abu Sayyafl bandits and
they are now facing charges.

Pagdilie said that Ussih was
on Lhe st of moest wanted
perEons and was Lhe-ded bandif
sppeoheided since January this
year.

Last Jun, 20, Harun Jafjslis
nlizs Abu Indul was nabbad in
Basllan while Sunny Bakim

aliay Abu lsmael of
Tsabela City, Basilsn was
apprahended on Jun. 17

Report alsu suid thet Ussih

served as lialsoen of the Abg

-Sayyaf Group sinee 2001 up to

2008, He was tasked to supply

food for the Lecror group,
Ussth §s now wnder ihe

enstody of Lthe OIDE in

Zamboanga City, Pagdiluo said.

Eina Paralta-Elorde

QJ




Joinl posceand milicary. opera-
Ui artested a sub-Dommandsr
of the infamoes Abu Sayyal Group
{ASG) o' @ Tollow-up operation in
& public markel In Zamboanga

Director Samu) Pagditad, difer-
tor of the Criminal Irvestigation
and Deledbon Groug (CI0DG), said
the armested suspoc, ZB-pear-old
Abdulian Lissif, carmees 3.3 mik-
I reward For his arrest.,

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2012 5

Sayyaf leader captured in Zambo

“He: wWas 3 sub-commander of
by Sayyaf Group leader Radulan
Sahiron allas Pubol in Sulu; From
001 to 2003, Ussih served as
the kaison of the tembrist group
b thase who provided thiem with
food supplies,” said Pagailan,

Pagdiko said the operation was
conductedat around b pom, when
they recenved Information about
the presence of Lissh at the Zam-
boanga City Public Market

23

Populasiy known as Biack Tung-
kiang, Lissii went into heting wien
security forces intensEed the op-
eration againsl the A5G in Basitan
and Sulu.

He s facing a string of cremens
chasges, ncuding kidnappéng weth
=eripus (Hegal detention,

Lizsth is miow under the oustody
of the CIDG in Zamboanga City.
{Aaron H. Recusnco )
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- NPA arms
cache found
in Bulacan

Military trocepa in Bulacan
unearthid on r an
E:msuadwbehﬁtﬂedmh
mHemeph’rA.my

IhFAhd:neIa.

Mﬁi Enrico Teto,
man of the Army's
H?Divl.ﬂnn..ﬂldﬂwmd'm
waz discovered in Sitio Tu-
bigan, Barangay Kalawakan
I Dronya Remedios town by
membsers of the S6th Infantry
Battalicn,

Seized were an M-14 rifle;

*Eb:lh{ 'l-lmng-amu,ﬂnﬂ
and one

m magazine for M-16 rifle,
i i’mrpalmﬂfmhf

ﬂﬁg Csen. Alan Luga, com-
mander of the Tth ID, said the

| discovery of the arms would
deplets the NPA's capability.

| = Alexis Romero

5
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Comprehending China’s difficult behavior

fu oy previones ciol uma tegard-

bing China’s call 1o punish the
Phitlippines for allowing thecon-
disit ol joint mifitary. exercises
wilh thie Linited States. 1 pointed
ol (il China seerms to be ara
luss o how to play its mie as a
IO Tk power-in the world,
Sl observation camic into be-
ing, not fest for that single pro-

(waciive ataterment {call to pun-
baly Use Phdlippisees ] cited in said
amacle, buir more s oo othier e
cent incidents happening in the
reghon Invalving China, which
inclnde, amohg others, i con-
timueded Encuesicna b oo ieemin:
Tial smperand jusl eecently jis
claim-on the whole of the injer
matiorial waters In Use reglodi s
part of it fermitorialk ceq,

Such & recalcitrant ek,
pertiaps, i China’s way of an
moencing b0 the workd thar a ww
irifir poiver-has armived. Ivine
teinds b project its pew' found
supremacy by Hamting it mifi-
tary might agiingt neighbors in
th¥ regiom Meverthelcss, such
nopiers actually betroy Chima's
uippkoe i s o aastiming the
raki of a muor power

Insieed, Ching’s behavior has
posed diffinulries, il only forits
immediate neighbors, bul also
foroaties stakeholder membein of
the inmemational community. For
T gt B BAmperative - that we
conmpaefiend the inmer
nI'I"hl'ru s bebavior to give s @
BeHEs wppreciation and perspec
iave gl the cirrent stare of aftais
in the segioi, thus enabling us to
eridibeages peliclems dimed at pre
LEIving e whthonk tampro-
TSN CUr own biberesl,

A good anicle that | have come
across enalvzing the quble coniin-
ing behavior Chinz js-adibiting
im recenf years is one writen by
Bt ‘Shambaugh which was
published in the Washington
Lhoarterly just last vear David
Abwmbunagh oo Professor of Mo-

~ ALEXANDER YANO

fitical Seience aoud Inlernatiomil
Aftairs and [ievton of the China
Policy Program a1 Ceoige Wash-
ingon University.

In the anicle Shambaugh
pointed out-that Chind by
prenen itsell quite difficul 1
dbtal with in recent years not ondy

Ty its: immrdia.t-:-ueighﬁml ir

the region but other wesidn
powers a5 well. Tt says furthis
that Chinese foreign ]:Fulmu
Taiely werd waried and exhibit
eretitadictory emphases.

The suileos ateribrutey the dif-
ficubsy b chealing with China as
& aajor vising power 1o the dif-
ferent schools of thought re-
garding China’s intermatipnal
identity cureenily pervading
Chinese aodieiy.

Diefinitedy. since these differen
schioals of thought curtently g
riveate Chinese sociery, | sy tha)
eiich member of the commuminy
wimhil carry his own beliof from
arnoig e (hogghts and sub-
sexquenily ke i1 0 basis for ar-
pument whenever confronted
with lscues comeming Chinas
international idennty, Thise in-
dividuals wonkd iecesailly in-
chsde those in charge of interma-
tiomal pollcy fotemul o, resads-
ing in 2 China with no shighe -
temational identity bur cather
ome with & conglomerationg of

competing idenbties
Seven
|'|.|:'|:||ri|1'||3I oS baugh, there

eitind sevies) plemipectives tn Ching
teganting how to'project it idea-
tiry glabally. While these per-

apectives simuirameously exist
they do o muteally exclude
each ather, thus we see 3 com-
plex cominntty wlih miliiple fden-
tities. The seven pemspectives or
schoods of thinght with their
brief descripriam by Shambaogh
“are g followe

1. The Natlwtst School, - This
sthaol distrosis (the outgide
wiorld, seeks toul nationgl bo-
longmy, digtrugis (mteinathieal
institrtions and thinks China
shiuld be internationally acebve.

2 The Realist — They see inies
ieatiomal eovironment as anarchic
ang wipredicisble thius plaging
premiim on building 2 strong
wtide that cn navigete iteowm
sy b0 the world and resist eut-
side provssare. | _

3. The Magor Powers School -
Meinbers- of this school of
thitught argue (hat China should
concentrate its diplomacy on
managing (s elatons wilth the
world's mafor powir Bloo, spe-
cifically 1he Linited States, Riessia
and perhiaps the Funogean Linion
while plaving less sttemtion bothe
developing world,

4 Thie Asia Fims Sclioal - The
Az firschoal belbeves that il
oty showlld be made on huild-
irig then sl a stable environment
il arpsuind Chijna’s poriphery, that
& within i weaghbor in the
Asian region.

5 The Chehal Suutl Schiool -
This school bedieves that China's
mdin inernaticial, ety and
respansibility les with tee devel-
opingwordd They argue teal they
should prioritlze long Unee pan-
ners and dint states g die-
velliping countries.

i, Thee Selective SMuldiateral lsim
$chioal - Thie scheool believes thai
Chibin shindl ex ity pabal
vl verment but selic-
vvely, and only on issues in
which China'y national securioe
Mikerests aie invalved.

7. The Glabalist Scton) - This

2

stheosl belleves thal China must
shoulder the mraponsibility for
addressing & rnge of global goy-
CIOANGE (SRS COum mensarate
with iz size powet and mfloemce

I say that the foregoing
schools of thought presented by
Professor Shambaugh play g very
simmificant nfluends o n}‘u].'l
e mindsof Chien's palicy nmh
ers roparding how (18 counny's
international identiry should by
projected. Becadse of these i
verie thouphts, s ancomman
that there would be clashes of
wlewa, amom their key decision
inakers, This | say because thers
gedind |0 be o single and spe-
chfit achuiol of thought which
they luwe cateyorically 2dopied
te-follow, o vt

Te b esaenitanl ihen forour owan
palicy makers o' look more
closely on these wéhools of
thoughts 1o hettes nderstingd
Ching's recenl  rnjgmalic
behavior. In so dilng e can
then bemer coefta more apgreogpi-
ate response so-the difficuli dhar
arter that they China i exhibis

ing recently,

L

i another note, | would like
btk thin opportuniy 1o con-
praiulate twss o onr soldiens de-
ploved inthe retrieval site in
Solongen, Lo Libertad, Negros
Oriental for theltr display of hon-
essy while perfoimiing i taska
The two, Privaze Danny Faigne
and Private Marton ¥ Vera, recow
ened cash amounting Lo v
thonminad pesos which was |'r:|.:|.rP
erly turned over to it rightful

" awrler, 3 certain M Vieginls

Callorit, 4 resident of the place
Such o display of honesty i5:a
clem whilestation of oar sal-
diefs’ valnes in general. To our
aoddiers onnl there who tofl inces-
wntly 1o allevidie the sufferings
almany, iy deepest appreciation
and semkfapy wabuie
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Extrajudicial killings

DESPITE government efforts to address the E"'hlm aof

extra-judicial killings in the coun , the States
e e tinholds & "fis assistance fo the
This i : sinoe in the view of the U8

I;I:E his testimony before the House commitiee on
a

trade on February 7 Emehrj" rv Campbell
the US long standing advocacy human

are aw the US has withheld
mllHnn?lcil: fuﬂig't?ﬁiﬂ‘ﬂ'ﬂnnnni:_lg'ﬁm the Phnl.l#;;
ines E as toward _ -
g:;thﬂ:i_ -4 killings" said the US govern-
mﬂi?mﬂa rv Albert F. del Rosario of the
Department ﬁ*hm (NFA) told o visiting

i UB | delegation that the pe
{'i_ on of worse human ﬁghh_ail,ﬁn in the Phﬂ}ppinn':b
is not factual. :
The seven-member delegation, headed by House ap-
rintions committec ulfn.i.nnan Rep. Harold Hogers
g Norman Dicks, was in Manila [rom Jdnnuary
Late lasi year, US Ambassador o ithe Philippines
Harry K. Thomas Jr. said that the US Embassy was
encouraged by thﬁlpledﬁn that President Henigno
“N Agquino made in his 2010 state-of-the-
on address to curb extra-judicial killings in the

try

With the continued withholding of US military assis-
tance to the' try, Some quarters said that we have
he pnIrl_t_ where Lhe suthorities have to

IH-EIl i Hnrmﬂuhé;nd jail all thuse behind these axtra-
lto ay kung gusto namlf tuloy-tulo u:uipam.asﬂ ong
ng mem ng Estados Unidos Em.rg mapiab ang

jon ng Philippine military.
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Wednesday, February 15. 2012
French Navy Ship on Goodwill Visit to Cebu

Cebu City — The French Navy ship Vendermiaire recently (Feb 12, 2012) docked in Cebu City
for a four (4) day Goodwill Visit with the people of Cebu and therr Philippine Navy counierparts
in the city,

The event was kicked off with an Amval Ceremony al the Cebu Intemational Per in the
morning of February 12, 2012 which was attended by Naval Forces Central (NFC) Deputy
Commander, Captain Ingemar S Pernes and French Embassy Second Counselor, Mr. Pascal
Shivansky.

Day 2, February 13, 2012, was highlighted by courtesy calls by the French Navy Officers on
Maval Forces Central Commander, Commodore Zyrl D Carlos [ater on AFP Central Command
Commander, Cebu Mayor, PNP Regional Commander, and Cebu Governor, A luncheon was
also hosted by the French navy aboardship during this day which was attended vanous French
officials and the NFC Commander. A Shipboard Tour followed the luncheon which was
attended by Philippine Navy officers and enlisted personnal,

The next day, February 14, 2012, a Tnendship football game was held between the French and
Philippine Navies at the Benito Ebuen Football Field in Mactan which will be followed by a city
tour of the crew on February 15, 2012. The visiting navy is set to depart the country February
16, 2012 following a send-off ceremony at 9:00 am,

The visit hopes to strengthen existing fnendly relations between the two (2) navies through a
sefies of scheduled events aimed at enhancing understanding and cooperation. It also hopes
to provide timely exposure of Philippine Navy personnel to the French Navy vessel and
equipmenL Incidentally, the visit came in as the French Embassy through the Philippine Red
Cross provided donations for the victims of the recent Cebu earthquake last February 6,
2012,

The Vendermiaire last visited the Philippines last April 2011 during a port call in Manila. The
same sefies of goodwill events was held between the Philippene Navy and its visiting
counterpart. This ship is classified as a Floreal Class light figate whose usual area of tour is
the Asia Pacific region.
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Pestano accused want military trial

INVOKING national security, retired and active Navy officers charged with the 1995 murder of
Ensign Philip Andrew Pestafio are asking the Sandiganbayan to refer the case for inal by a
military tribunal.

The accused said four of them hold sensitive positions as intelligence officers in the Navy and
that confidential military information might inadvertently surface during trial at the
Sandiganbayan.

~For national security reasons, since the said Navy ship (BRP Bacolod City) will be subjected
to ocular inspection, hence, the defense capability of the country's naval force will be exposed
t the public as well as to the enemies of the siate, including but not limited to terronst groups,”
they said.

The accused in the case are Navy Capl, Ricardo M. Ordofiez, Commanders Reynaido P.
Lopez and Alfredenck A. Alba; L, Commanders Luidegar C. Casis, Joselito L. Colico and
Ruben B. Rogque; Machinery Repairman 2nd Class Sandy P. Miranda, Hospital Corpsman 2nd
Class Welmenio U. Aquino; Petty Officer 1st Class Cariito B. Amoroso; Petty Officer 2nd Class
Mil Leonor Y. igacasan and a "John Doe”.

still in active service are Lopez and Casis of the Philippine Military Academy Class 19592, Alba
and Colico of Class 1994, Aquino and Miranda.

Prosecutors said Pestafio was killed for his objection to the use by his supenors of the Navy
vessel to transport hot lumber and suspected illegal drugs.

They said the defendants conspired to cover up the crime by making it appear that Pestano
took his own life by firing a gun into his temple

However. in their motion for reconsideration filed with the Office of the Ombudsman, the 10
sccused claimed Pestafio had suicidal tendencies and had attempied to take his own life 17
days before he was supposedly found dead with a gunshot wound in the head inside his cabin
on the BRP Bacolod City on Sept. 27, 1985

They said Pestafio tried to commit suicide by slashing his wrist on Sept. 10, 1993 but was
mmeMnmmmmmmmmﬁeMHmim
Zamboanga City.

TmuﬂmmmmmMyhawmﬂnmhm'mmm‘
because of 2n administrative complaint filed against him by a former girlfriend after their
breakup due to religious differences.

They claimed Pestafio was pressured by his parents to end his relationship with the girl who
bedonged 1o a different religious sect. — Peter Tabingo
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