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Lim cites Russian
aid to PH sailors

By ITCHIE @.
CABAYAN

MANILA Mayor Alfredn
5. Lim entended his oe-
mayl thanks, gratitwde
anidl appreciatiae is the
Roschan govermment for
fesuing siml helping Fil-
ipino sallucy wha pel wic
timilged by Somulion pi-
Fales.

Lien mmie ihe poopuumes-
ity as he wiloamed a Kuy
slan delepuiion b broughs
i the couniry e Tagshipn of
Admnl Pasacleyey and iwo
vehier shipe, "B Besiurma,”
o Nirpy =ea tenkir and Ty
Erylov.,” & sescue mp

The vessels arrived in
Slamila for @ visll b prcare
lriendly tics betwesn (ha
Philgipunscs and Risisia,

Ly, offeciads lwd by {dm
and chiet of salf and ieedia
bereain chiel Bic de Querian
iyl e huge st sahiig-
tine ship =Admiral Pan
ileven™ which diwikod ot Pies
13 of e Mianila Soueli Ha-
bex 0w guided 1our, which
wim Blborwed by cockimilewit
e Rawan Fodemoon Am
Bsidin, FLIL Miliolay” K-
wiilwy o the ship pfficer,

Submeecpestly, Lim priseng
= the iimbolic ke 10 the

cutf e Kadashey yod Cape
fi Andrey Saprikin, scnior
vmmaniding offices. durmg
the Kisesian delegmion’s com-
fesy il tm thic e
There; il mmyer - rribes-
aled s commiry’s gratiou
T ibe help lawing svasnded
la: Filipiewr sxilers mpaimic
Somali piratés. The inoj-

i m—

s mpard

denis were unrepiial o (ke
Philippise outhoriiezs by il
L] Ly =a

i, Eim wnis prresensed
=l 4 framed phoio of ik
intl-suhmarine ahip. The
Blmsiiai geesis wone aocom-
il o Manils Ciey Hsil by
Pulippine Sovy Porr Beni-
facio. Taguig hendyuarters

Flioto by JERRY 5. TAN
lopesentanive L. Ll Ay

nenim

The sabd Russins was
whigi, with e ghorivus his-
tary, i port, nf The Rusiian
Pocilic Decea Fleel [hai
was deployed n 2000 ap
part wff ibeir aperationg o
licip combir pirscy ap the
Somaba cuum




23 The Philippine STARSPORTS

PASARGAD PLAYS GILLI(;AN TO SCORELESS DRAW

fending champion A Force Phoenix eaned on srker lan Aranetas heroics as
Fhack Navy Red Juice, 21, to keep s sim hopes aiive In he First Division
> tinited Football League at the University of Makati field over the weekend,

I'asargad,
enearwle, hid
a heavily favored
Stallion Gilligan sade
i i seonsess dra,
ertabling Levala
Meralio Sparks, which
downed LBC-backed
Kaya, 20, at the Rizal
ri!rh. e seze the sio
ead with 12 prints,
S adlron wetifed
for 10 points behind
Lenrala, spu
5}'Phil und James=
sunghusband, whils
Ky stonod just a
paint behind Stallion
With i points on
thires s tm faue
partings following that
}Eaﬂmﬂiqgﬁnn
Lisynla:
HMasatyad insproved
LR P-ninl-..
Eﬂﬂﬂﬂhrlw'lm
o eurmontiy
eails the league [
gl sured with
six ahoad of the
Yo husbands with
oz apivve, failid o
BEL 0N & ACorig act
agminzt L hnigh
Pasargad defendems.
Aransly,
megawhile, unleashed
a pair ol gals imjust 3 -
nin-minule
Fil ﬂumﬁmmﬁﬂy
power the Airmin, abo
the Crrpy titlists, 10 thesr
Flest ww'ieradfter B sefbarkyan 3 draw
The: victury tha pirupelied the Air Force
I'haveniin friem 3 share-of nimth o sl ssenth will,
ferr poairi s
" My tried 10 salvage the match
ruliiomeng & g oy Marlon Pineno just @ minie left
i roguatian Bt Gnled o Kok in the equattier m
ligpry hiemse S Wi thind ks s niest @ clrww,
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President Apprﬂves Movement Of Generals

E‘rB..!HALl.HEH

President Benigno S, Aquino [T
has approved the new desipnutions: of
fve: genersls and senior officers of the
mm&mmﬂhﬁeﬁ,anﬁ
tary spokesman said yesterday:

This developed as AFF Chief of
Staff, 14, Gen. Jessie D, Delloss, is set
b0 formally hand over today the North-
ern Luron Command (Noleom) Lo its:
new commander, LL Gen, Anthony J.
Alcantsr, dunng s change of cormmand
cerernony ul Camp General Servillano:
Aguing in Tarlae City. Defense Sec-
retary Voltaire T, Gazmin s goest of
honor and presiding officer.

Alcantara the AFF Depaty Chief of
Staff, will assume the post as the 43rd
commkatider of Moboom,

Un the same day, a joint change of
chief of alfice of the internal auditor and
retirement ceremony in honor of Maj.
Gan, Holite B. Abad will be conducted at
the AFP general headquarters build-
ing in Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City
Abad = 8 member of this
Military Academy (PMA) “Malotar-
ungan” Class of 1970

Col. Arnulfo Marcelo Burgos Jr,
AFF spokesman, said the Pregident

has approved the new designations
ol five armeqd forces generals and
senior offloers,

Brig. Gen, Rolando B. Tenefrancia,
member of the PMA “Matapat” Class
ol 1579, will be the new commander
of the Civil Relations Service (CRS),
AFF He is the current ehief of staff of
Lhe Philippine Army,

To take over Tepefrancis’s position
#s Army chief of stail is Brig. Gen,
Maximo (3. Caro, commundant of Lhe
FMA Cadet Corps. He Is a member of

“the PMA “Sandigan” Class of 1982

Brig (ren. Nostor P Deona will be the

'new domnander of Zod Ajr Divislon

of the Philippine Air Force (PAF), He
i5 the current deputy commander of
the: 2nd Air Diviston based in Mactan-
Benite Ebuen Air Base, Lapu-lapu
City, and is &8 member of the PMA
“Mapltagan™ Class of 1080,

To replace Doona as the new deputy

'Emmﬂmin'dﬂmﬂndmlhﬂmmh'

Brig Gen. Edwin Mame! F

Wing is Col. Haul Del Rosario. He is

Lhw eurrent Assishnt Chief of Alr Stadf
for Intelligence and is a member of the
PMLA “Maharlka® Class of 1984

Brig Gen, Ricardo Rainier G, Cruz
Ll will be the new commander of Lhe
Mm:aﬂemthamnm}.m!autdmi
mmmmmdarnfthﬁlﬂmnﬁn&y
Division (101D} bused in Mindanag,
He is & member of the PMA “Mapl-
Lagian” Clazs of 1980,

To replsce Cruz as the new as-
sistunt division commander of 11D is
Brig Gin, LﬂnnﬂnEBnngmﬂ,ulr-
renl commanderof the 7oEst In
Hg:dnandhummhynfﬂmm
“Sandigan” Class of 1982,

To assume Bongeawll's post as the
bew commander of the 701t 1B, Tth
Infantry Division (7IDY, is Col, Rey
Leomardo B, Grerrer, commander of
Task Foree Duvao, He |s a member of
thi PMA “Maharile" (xes of 1984

“The change of leadership in our

Institution’s units arid offices is part of

mmﬁmﬂm%ﬁh
portant in performing our mandate of-
feetively and efficiently 1t s port and

‘parcel of our progressive changes as

we eonfinue Lo strive (o be & more

respacsive and professional military
organization,” safd De]]ﬂs::_
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Noy apprﬂves minor
revamp in AFP

A minor reassignment in he
Armed Forees of the Philippines
[AFF] wos approved by tho
cammander in chief Fresident
Aquine affecting five key
pusitions in the 125 00{stronpg
OFgANEERLion,

Brig. Gen. Holandn
Twch - member of the
(PMA) “Matagpul" Class of 1075,
was lopped as Incoming
commander of the AFP-Civil
Redatiors Servies (CRS) which wis
vacated hy the pppoinitment of
My, Gen, Edunrdo del Rosar o
Army Znad Infamiry Division (177)
ehief recenlly,

Tenefrancia will relingubdh his
post as Anny chief af stafl to
Brig. Gen. Maxdmo Cara, (e
onnigning contunmntant, of csdes of
the PMA. Caro & & member of
the PMA “Swdigun” Olass of BA2

The President alst ppproved
the promotion of Brig. Gen,
Rainier Cruz [I1, of PMA
*Mapltagan® Cluss of 1980, as
new commanding general of the
Army's |5t 113, He will relinguish
his post deputy eommander of
the mwma;.um . Leailo

Iﬂl ‘be replaced h:.-' {‘-BI Hﬂg
Leonardy Guercers, o E
mnndurnfm!'bm
-angd a mesmber of PMA
“Muharfika" Class of 1884

At the Air Force, the
President  approved  the
designation of Hrig. Gen. Mestor
Dot (PMA Claas of 19800 s

eummanding geoeral of Uie 2od
Air Divisten. He was the dipity
commander of the Ale Foroe
cotimiand prior fo his promot jon,
Promiated as depuly Znd Air
ivislan commandser was Rrig,
ten. Edwin Manoed Hemutigue, of
PALA Clage of 181 and frinos

wing commandeat 40 Lhe Alr
Defense Wing based m Fioridg
Blunca, Pempangs.

Thee Tl ingd coi fee o
e A Tt Wing fsinl) 1
sl Tt il TRLA Clizzs o0 el
ties okt AT Fraper pee b s
chief fr imaligenecoe A2

g CTR S T TSR PSSR Y By
aHur EnsstTEacivai sy i sl 0
I T R TRy R T
dymmism wlich s unparian in
performbag Gur mandate
elfectively and oMMl by, 1L b
part and pipee] of dur :

EUETERAIVE thandies oy we
continue o skrive ti be 2 mord
rosponsive and prilessional
military orgunizution,” AFG [
Chiafl of Staff 1o Geo, Jossiy
Dieloss sald,

ihmﬂz,mfiqnytﬂiﬂ
- -Stafl Li, Gei, Anthony
Adssintiurms will formally nssime s
Northers Logon Command
["m'lrnm';l rlm-l" tud'ﬂ- ﬂl.rhrp_--

ﬂhar mmmf '-'uuuLm

Gagemln will proside vl e
changs of commund rites,
Avcaitars will Luke over the
command from Dellasa, his
mistali from tho PMA Cluss of
1570 whup wus named a5 AFF elief
Inst Devember. Mario J, Mallari
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Jesss Robredo and Sr, Supl. Ronald Vicente hold the
check donated by AMWSLAI o the famiikes of fallen solders Bnd policamen.
Looking on sre AMWELAI Chalr and President Col. Ricarde L Holasco Jr,, PAF
[reL] and his boand of inestess,

AMWSLAI raises funds for fallen members’ families

THE Air Mateciel Wing Battle of tha Oham Imalsds Marens, 17,8, Con-
und Loan As- Lo lnterior apd [ mul Geoeral Mike Scdum-
n; Ime. (AMW- Governmeont Secrotn mel, Mrs. Maor
SLAI), o non-stock firm  Jesse M. Robredo townrdy  Thallnan, Cory ﬂsnlrl no
rervicing vniformed Use end of the conleal held E';.ﬁﬁ:ﬂu.. il &ris  pation
membars and - Thoradny evening &t the wﬂlm ﬂ
ol of the ol Forves  Music Musedm,
af the mned Betired MNa Buubnn al
tional Defenss, ce- pa's first AFP Singing  Musie ar
mlHn.'-ud.hnﬂ:h' hdd.l.:rl:hhn;im pe!- 'Ubl]l]hhnﬂ' the 'hl'ﬂl"ﬁ
families and depans ﬁzwﬂhﬂ‘m prmni' ol judges were
denis of fullen of tihe Cnints

and cops throogh n
song compatition fea-

Sar Brom the ABP:

AMWSELAT Chairmpn
mdi-&-ﬂml{h[ Hacardno
T Muknmco, oJr,, PAF {red. |
turppd dver the procecds
ol Uhe firsl sver AT

| AFT.INI" Smging Suldier

LE’:I e

i, e
A
pine Army, Celestanl, xlan
a former Eal Hul.-_g.l
Emi‘mg Zaldior- winner,
placed pecand mdﬂnhn
B dig-
Modame

Former
saph Eeceada,

of Companies, Central
Allirmative Presoust sl
CEQ Joel Cruz acd eo-

L
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Army's RDC marks
65th foundation day

THF, Hesearch and Developawnt Conter (RDC)
of the Army Support Command under the
fepdership of Col Victor Bayani, GMC (G5 A,
selahrates its §8th foundation tomorrow,
Fehrusry 7, and continues o perform with mgl
and dedication its mission Lo conduct rewsarch
anid development o enhance Philippine Army
eapabilities In furtherance of the self-reliant
defense porturs (FHDF} program.

mmmp}hhmntﬂthﬂmmmma
public reeord conzidering tha vaclous projocts
undertakom under ils SHDE program and st nuumber
of itoms prodused nok woly by the AFF as a whole bul
alsp nther povornment agenciss which waen fested
and svainnied by the gentee 1o dekerming norpldmcE
with teguirod specficalians.

Brcently, the center compbebed the cenanc afidl
sight  modulbss Tor peeault’ nRd reroomalERIRCH
perhridogy (SEMARTT indlude the respanulnerared
armirmibbon (T4 TAD g ball snd T4 FSd nim
Tl et rranedia e g msnomk i triache, 1 1 1M an trouf
ChRTrCr

Al prossn, T2 SERETYIETE the plepramiation of
ather SRDP projects Buh ne:von serambler, sy
ind #renrd armneeil vohlciEand kualind kg battery
P ; Mnrion Purificaciom
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o ’-‘ﬂﬂ“m 1 ey Fasera’ el edaiia
;%&Hrﬂr ng iﬂh nng limang i
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‘Dr. Abu’ Planning Attack
When Killed
- Securlty Officials

m:i,-nhﬂ:humnumrkumpm

Monday, February 6, 2012

iy ELEMA L. ABEMN 2nd AP

Group (ASG) commander known Bs
“Dir: Abu” was planning terror attacks
when he was killed in o United Stales-
backed airstrike lnst wesl

The officiels said Abu  Sayyal
; commander Umbra Jumdaiim, ‘also
o kmoem ss D, Ak, who was killed
Thursday in & jungle hideout cn Joio
“islamd, Suly, was' harboring  South-
st Axian terrorist figures providing
funids and bomb-making ruining,

Jumdail, also mown as “Dir, Abu™
and “Abu Pula,” is & known founder of
the Abu Sayyal

Col Arnubly Mareelo Burgos J,
Armed Forces of the Phifippines
AFF) spokesman, said top Jemash

Zulldli bin Hir, alins “Marwan,” from
Malaysin and militant

Singaporean
- Abdullah Al were killed atong with

Jurndiail and 12 other gunmen.
Al who has the alias “Muawivah,”

15 & J1 persomality believed 1o be the

mﬂ-dmmmm

g suspect Umar Palek.

Two security officials, however,
s the ben are still-shive-and not in
the area that wis bombed.

A rampie specimen believed Lo be
that of JI's Marwan is now in the cus-
toddy of United Stales suthorilics for
DMNA testing. o military official zaid on
Sy

Marwan iz .among the  Feders
Buresu of Imestigation's (FBL mosl
wanted terrorists and caries 8 8
million bounly on ks head.

Marvah™ aleo carries a $H0,000



wmmmmw
& rumwerd & 140,000

The Armed Borces of the Philip-

pines E!.Hﬂnnlm identificd eight

more of the 15 killed during the s
a third T member who

ﬁﬂdﬁ‘aﬂﬁ eountry in December,
8 allias “Jumong”

e other slain militants were

‘Moammad Jumdsii alko known s
“Ting", son of D Abn; Tet Jamhs-
li, alins “Leong”, alias "Teng’, alias
“Muin”, afiss *Julpe’, and Tusn Nash
Lipae - all ASG members.

Statements made by the mililary
w the medis indicate that oot one
body of the 15 Muslim extremists al-
legudly killed during the surgical mili-
tary operstion in Barangsy Dhuyan

However, Burgos snid at o press
briefing in Camp Aguinaldo that they
the slain militants were believed to
have been buried by their comeades
fallowing the air raid,

Burgos added the AFP will be

"y helpad us by providing infor
mintion and trough signal intetligence
and clectranic inteligence, but teac
‘tual pperstinn was conducted punely
by the AFE according W Use source.

He further said the DNA process
muty toke some tirme before the result
will ber known, even as he echoed the
AFP statement thal Marwan, Marw-
yaiy, anid L. Abu are slresy dead.

“All we need now is scientific proaf
to support our ciaim and that will

. DNA tesL.” he stated.
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 Malaysia sending team

to identify

ZAMBOANGACITY

_ The Malaysian po-
lice i= sending p team
of experts o help idén-
tL_l‘}" 1ha IEiTUI'i!’I-‘-‘ I.Eﬂiﬂi!'l'ﬂ
during the alf-
strike Thursday in Sulu
provino, thie mikitory

=aid yoslerday,

western Mindanao

Command [Westmin= Pl

com) chief Maj, Gien.

yROBLPARERO it th s
provicied bry the Malaysian palice yoidentify the remaies of the

15 terrorisks killed during the airstrike. (e}
“\Wesrmincom will provide the necessary support iFiisa

\ ermment-to-grvernment

He said Malsysia’s help is#
ks killed during the airstrike 18 Zulkipli bm
Marwan, & Malaysian.

 Coballes said.
i since one of the terfor-
Abdul Hir alias

sdarwan was a US-educated Malaysian
engineer and a top leader af Jemaah Is-
lamiyah (J1). He also formed a terrorist
ﬁm-up in Malaysin, the Kumpulun Muja-

idin Malaysin.

Aside from Marwan, the airstrike also
kitled top tercor leaders Muhamda Al
alizs Muawiva, and Abu Sayyal lender
Gumbabial ]u_m:lsilﬂ._:l_iu Dir.-Abu Pula, a
foun Teadier ot tha terTor LIOUP,

.ﬁmﬂlﬂi during, the air Ettihﬂwmf
Abu Sayvaf membors Abdulla Aziz,
brother-in-law of Marwan. Ben Wagas.
Haifi Talti, close aide of Br. Abu
Muzmmiar, Apo Mike, Abu Pand, Tuan
Nas, alias Alnal, and a certain Sissan.

Indonesian JT miemhers knownonly as
Saud and Hajan were also believed o have
been killed in thi attack.

“Marwan coordinated closely with the
Al Savyaf as ils top ramee in bamb k-
i, and he was & s pmsociale of Umar
Patck, 3 ]| leader arrested in Abbottabad in
Pakistan & few months befure the raid on
top terrorist leader C=ama bin Laden.

w lien ghe is pormitied

slain Jl terrorists

Marswan was on the L1S Federal Burean
o Fnvestigation’s most wanted lise with
£5-million bounty on his head.

Jamdail, on thie other hand, was be-
lieved to be espansible for multiple kid-
nappings heheadings, and stmcious vio-
lenge arounsd Mindanao, _

Ali, meanwhile, was a Sirgaporean se-
niot leader of 11 involved in the 2002 Bali
bombings that killed mone than 200 peo-

Thie midlilary hiss yet to secure the bod-
4% of the slain lerroriss. Militants were
believed 0 have retrieved the bodies of
their casualties and burted them hastily.

howevier, maintained that the
information about the 15 lermerists’ deaths
was coedible. '

“We stand by our information relayed
by our people on ground. All these mior-
mation corrohorated vach other” he said.

'saicl their field unils am work-
iy, clnsely with local ufficials to determine
thie Jocation of the bodies.

“We already have information as o
whete the bodies wer hrought We are
still verifying them,” he said. oo
y i1 Earre S 110 plnnes
s Lt [i‘-llr‘\.ll-ll.l' it

Thit ar srriiee wanl la
o 1 ||=|'||l| {isary el mispoiEned 3
Taraegay§ hayvan kol Faraiig L)

[ Wil e thi fisorints haik pig put] SO0 it
gt Bave Besi) sleaspnog dudlny, thic attsik

Oy 1L od the 15 slan el it by e ek

[ was T il armmialisn & el o Uie 1y hgieahioila:ab LHT
ot Bansdits » b dnirir al=soean thie dmea e U Tirkd Ll
o LT £l

Coballis dypmsed (hot while it 55 ienporrant foe thi auithonras
fim Loy positively idmdily thae Lstrorss v b wimi killed o the
it "plan Rlpimesns. e s the somifcalion wlil ke Con
Jeictid iy o spemmer Usat bl ol viclale e Iulamc culneme ol
fradibico om bugial

L -I|1d.“|-_': .'-:'ul :-\.I.'l.-l FEW'S,

s el b

a5 s Thigy

ool asadut thee miolher o el giam
bt Hhie gorviermrnent agepdes (o nefrieve
P rretkadnes ok Al mrrlibadl bead e o0 this Toscatiom s patpont

S - Alenis Hommedn
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Business Insight
R e

AFP wants to exhume bodies
of Abu fatalities of air strike

BY RAYMOND AFRICA

THE Armed lorces yesterday
sail it would seck permissiced
froam Muslim religions leaders,
Akl exhawse all begal means, oo
be able o exhome hodies of
terrorisds kifled Inabr sifkes kst
sweek im Suluin o bed vo esablish
their identites.

Ly Lol Bandolf Calvingbang,
Western Mindanan ¢ ommnd
spokcsioan, suid hased g in-
formation o the groond, the
fmifities swere burled in diller
ent sites i Farang, Suli lasi
Thursday, the:same day rhey
were kiled

The mibivary has reporeed 15
dead, incluiding three promi
nent persoiiatitivs - Abo Savyal
fewder Coumebabuli fumdail afias

B, Abw, and Jesmah Iskamank
personalities Zulkipli Abdul Hir,
o Mulmysiin:; and Momameda Adl
I SifgApPUTEAT,

Cabangbang. said, “Tr's VETY
EMPErapve O our part mg -
identity ar ma-recipver lahar ng
patay, bur we are considering
ang eltmal nile when it comes
%A patay "

Based o thie Muoslim faith, i
eaed sheomabe B oried within 24
hours and before the sun scis

The military conducted the
air skrikees gl § 2m

Bepoms quoting onmamed sc
curity officizls ssid e two For
N WerrorEsty wore not in the
arcy during the military arcack
o e terroriss lnir in barngay
I¥uyan Kabam in Paring town.

The Associated Press gquoted

sCUrEy aflecials wiicth kool
exige of the opcration that new
Imelligence showied  Pomdail
along with his son and seven
other militamts were kifled but
Marwan and Muawivah were
nadin the vicinity

The pificiald were fuetber
quoted. as siving future plots
by Jumdiil’s group included
Kidnappings of foreignes and
bismibings

A e villdgers, wh wern s
cretly working lor the militan
immveled o Jumclail’s hideous
and preteided o seek medical
tecatment i be gbile i beiig i
al leave some kind of sensor,
wihich was lafer used by the
bumber planes (o zero in on
the Abo Sayyal Leir, eoe of the
ifHcials sxicl — Wigh AP
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may have evaded bombs

ECURITY officials have given different accounts
‘whether or not top Southeast Asian terror sus-
Zulkifli bin Hir from Malaysia and Abdullah

Ali from Singapore were killed ina recent military
.l[r strike on an Abu Sayyaf hideout in Jolo.

B single body was re-
1] patice from the hilly
gie Iair near 1anan!.mhu:lah.

The United Stares had of-
fered 0 %5 millisn reward for
the capture of Marwan, g US-
educated enginesr sccused of
involvement in deadly bamb-
ings in the Philippines, orgimniz-
ing terror training and plotting
ittacks.

Philippine security officisls
on Sunday sajd Jumdail snd his
group were planning new lerror
attacks, including kidnappings
of foreigners am:l bombings,

when they were
slain.

Mikirary
spokesperson  Col

der Maj. Gen. Nocl Coballes an
Thursday said thar Bln Hir, who
used the pame Marwan, snd
Ali, kniown as Muawiyall, were

slain along with Abu Sayyaf
eommander Umbrs Jumsdall

Amulio Mercelo Burgos -said
Jumdail's death was & ntajor
blow o his al-Gaida-linked
group becanss he hiad harbored
several Sotitheast Asian ermor-
ist figures who provided funds
aretl bomb-making training,

Charisma, big loss

“Ha had chursma and was
the teal fink to foreign mili-
tans,” Burgos sald of Jumdadl
“He was o big inss.”

A few villagers, who were se-
cretly working for the-militiry,
went up o Jumdail's’ hideour

1%

pretending ™ seek medical

and 12 athers wha_nmdr camp
witi bombarded by rwe Philip-
pine Air Force OV-10 Broncos
delivering 227-ky bomhs.

Twa Philippirie security aoffi-
vials with knowledge of the ap-
eration, hoswewes, told The As-
fociated Press that new tnealli-
gpeoce showed Jumdnl alone:
with his son -and seven' other
Leriar suspects - were killed b
Marwan and Muawiyah' were
ned b the wicinity:

ireamment i order o leave
same kind of sensor, which was
later wsed hy the bomber
planes 1o pero in on the terror-
ists’ Inir, one of the officials
said,

Jumdail, also known as Dr

Abu Pula, had o knowledge of

medicitne ind hed drawn the
‘ovalty of hic men and poor vil
lagers mrr-umg arhinaery f1-
Nessey performing surgery,
the officizl safd. -

The 1wo officiels spoke on
condition of anenymity because
they were not authorized 1o tulk
Lo TEPOTTETs: A
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TINIYAK ngdyon ag
gohverno na nakihada +ila
taban se woumag paehih-
iganti g Abu Sayyaf
Carongs (ARG ol Jemash
[slamivah (111 kasunod ng
pagknbopaslang za tatlo
mading lider

1T ng simabi g Armedd
Fosees il the Plalippioes
(AFPY na nalerto na nika
ang mza ropa bwbe s Min
canpn Lrban wnuissig g-
faliatory atiucks ng 1gs

TCroTiEta:

Simahy mgavona D
S, Jesso Robrado; laging
nakaalerto nomab  Ang

PNP  upang  hindi
makapagsamantalo ang
mipa kalahan ng ebtinle

Pero ayon key Bobe
deb, Biindh mimE g pag-us-
ppan 2ng konlisng gina-
pawang prephoisyon bilang
batwr ny skrndand operat-
noge protedine §SOP),

Wil rumepng nabanggit
=i -Fpbiedo na imollipence
repart hinggtl sa tamghon g
paphibiganti mg AN O b
n
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Soldier killed in clash with NPAsin Agusan

A soldier w'aﬂismﬂd yesterday in an

encounter with members of
thia Mew I’mgl;sﬂ:mfmmmsﬂngm
saif]

a,$mnn

ul, Leopaldd Galon, T of the
.e's.mn:t Fons=" Esstermn Eﬁi:mdarm Com-
mand, siid members of the 26th Infantny

Haﬂarbndaﬂm:i wilh seven armed men .

in HﬂwMﬂ-ﬂhhpc. Sibagal town at
The five mmnu Hreﬁght stmﬂlrﬁ in

the death of Army S/
Babuinto, whdlﬂhhn&ig: bullet wound
in the chest, His remains were airfifted
to Butuan City.

It a related development. o female
NI'A leader facing various criminal cas-
e was nabbed by miifmimﬁahlrda}-
in tﬂ]'lEE’,

NPA leader Migue-
I.l‘l."if'ﬂn-hi ﬂiimlﬁnfmfhr
murder, murder, malicious

(5

.

. miachief, and robbery,

Army seized from Der o caliber
A3 pistol wit mngaz'lm soven bullets, a
grenade and four mobile :

Piriezio s repartedly thiecommador of e
Operations Command of the NPA's South-

vm lagalog Harty Conumittes,
In %Tﬁm::'brq thee NI'A rebels
were killed as Army troops overran Hheir

caimnp Friday. — Alexis Romero, John Un-
somn, Edith ﬂl!plidn L'l‘mrli: Lagasca
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LEADER CAPTURED

Armmy troops captured Satur-
day a known female leader of the
New People's Army (NPA) during
an operation at Lopez town in
Quezen, a milltary spokesman
sald, Col. Amulfo Marcelo Burgos
Ir. s2id elements of the Army's
201st Brigade based in Quezon
province captured insurgent
leader Migueia Piflern, also
known as "Ka Migs,” around 1:15
p.m. at Barangay Calintapayan
in Lopez town. Fifero was ar-
rested by virtue of four warrants
al arrest for murder, frustrated
murder, malitious mischiel and
robbery In band. The Army
troops also recovered from her
possession a .45 caliber pistod
with magazine and seven ammu-
nition, a fragmentation grenade,
and four mobite phones. (Elena |
L. Aben)
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continge to provide technieal

support Lo the Filipino troops.
“Such imvivement of US troops

vinlates Philippine national

military troops wnd advisers only
2ot imvotved opon the request of
Lhe Aquing regime and the AFP
only miskes it worse,” il noted.

*An independent imvestigudion
Ahould look into violstions of
human rights, including the
indlscriminate bombing and
militarization of nmearby
eommunities ™ the communist
group added,

The CFP also noted Lhe
military’s previous “distorted”
sEabesnenls, raising doubls about
thus keiliimg of Tir. Absu, Marwan awd
Alizawiya, citing thers has been nn
independent verifieatinn on the
eraund regurding the killing of the
threw top terrorlsts,

“Al the lormation ks coms

from the AFP which has been

despile
[rom the supposed Abue Sayyal luir.

AFF spolasman Col. Arnolfe
Marcelo Burgus Jr. sald the
dedths of the terrorists, incloding
Lhe three top ASG and J1 leaders,
were cunfirmed by growmd troops
that subsequently eonducled
elearing tperstions,

lie added the bodies were
talken from the site immedistaly
alter the alr strikn,

The military stressed the
killing of Dr. Abu, Marwan and
Muzwiya was 8 hig blow to the
terrurist groops, citing their role
s landers of the al-gaedilinked

Acknowledged as the Abug
Sayyal top commander in Sulu,
Jumdail was tugged in the 2000
kidnapplng of more than %) mostly

[Ba

European Lowurists: from the
Iskandresort in Sipadun, Malaysia,
and the 2000 snatching of 21
tourists, Including thres
Amm'ium, from the posh Dos
Palmus resort in Pubwsan.

Jumdall is lated o ihe
Phillppines" and 15 |ists of mnst
wunted tarrocists with P74
million amd £M0,000 rewsrd,
respectively, for s neoiraliztion,

Marwan, tapged in the 202
deudly Ball bombings in Indanesia,
iF lsiod ws 2l In the list of
wanted tarrorisd by the US'
Federal Bureau of Tnvestigation
with $fmilllon roward for his
netralization. The Philippine
government s also offering P74
millian for Marwan's bead. Heis
the JE leader operaling in snuthern
Phidippiries,

Munwiya. on Lhe other hand,
iz a former memher of tha
Singaporean milllary with the
rank of major, and wanted by
the 1§ with 850 00 bounty an
s hend,
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| '_ Quezon nabbﬂtl

mmﬂ avﬂmnm&w

ot the iocation of the wanted NPA

.!..i mmmmm
Pificro’s four warrents of arrest for murder
charges, hor aide identified & Jooy Ortle
apened fire at the arresting team and es-
Eﬂpﬂiﬁ.ﬂuuﬂ

Flﬁﬂinuﬂfhﬂnm‘lﬂm Hﬁﬂllﬂl m
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NPA amazon captured in Quezon

mwmmmmmammmmmm
Peopie’s: Army [ NPR] ouring an aperation-al Lopezs o in QUezon, 3
military spokesman said. Coi. Arnutfo Mamelo Bungos, Irsaid sements
of the Army's 2015t Brigade based In Quezon province under the i
infantry Division (210, captured insurgent keader Miguela Pifwsro dlso
known a5 “Ka Migs” around 1:15 pom. &t Barangay Cafintapayan in
Lipes-Town. Pifiarn was armested by virue-of four warrants of amest
for murder; frustrated murder; mdicionss mischief and mbbery in band.
{Elena Aban and Danny Estacio)
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Top NPA lider, 1 pa arestado

QUETON — Da:leﬂam; Kinésla T el Za:racord ng rmilitas, o
rebeidang Hew Péople’s na sirat M) Pifimm, 4% Pinaro ay miysming ng exe

Army ki ne-ang fop ﬁ.rmagmm cLivE comimites fo Soutfsm
ramnng offigial m}uiaau .llmmm Magicnal Party Com-

=i iezan ang nafma ng . Kemander ng: Eiumill s Broy. Calarmpaynan
miifat sa bahagi ng bayan ng  Sgquad-Bondoo Fennsuts at mnmﬂmm
Lopez, Deron kamakalawa  Jogy Oriz y Quidor 8 may 1ol 45pietol, granada, B cel
iy P alyaz Ko Gred. phonas; 2.t broadband
= . —' T — 1-globe fato, 7 1GE ash
disk. 1 BGE Hagh disk, 3
micng S0 menoony: card, 51
st =, 15 TR sam card,
& globe-san cerd, & TM-sim
card, & 1 tafoo st card.

A dsiwia By INarmEs =8
pangqunguna nina. Col. Edu-
asdic Afon ng 201 Rrigade
ng Phil Army Bt PrSenidr
Supt Ercson WelsEgues &8
bisa ng apst ne warrard ol
arsst na nisyd ng Gumaca
Regional Trigh Sourl Eanch
55, BZ ol Candalaria M-
mcipal Trial Court kaognay
s rhge kesong pagpasting,

pﬂ'uudnum

pagranaka,
fl (llegal possesson of e
-arms mwi Exploaive dances
Hasalukuyonrng ssmMasa-
ikatfire 2 bactical intarrodtion
- @i dalmwn 52 Kampong Bh
imariry Bstailion, 2 tmnin
Dhvisiod) =& Barangay San
I=adrn bago dalhin sa himplian
ng’ pulisys para ‘-'-a'l"rPM
ng kaukulong kass, Michele
Zodsts st Tony Sandovai

2l
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rebel leader falls

By GEMI FORMARAN

LUCENA City - Join nsiliary amd po-
Hew wperatives oo Seiarday arresied n
rebel lender pespanaibbe for the rald of
5 muinicipsl pelice stailun That rembed
in the deaihi of ks pelbor chiel in Bgy,
Kulantipoyus, |opez, (Quera
Repurid reaching the offior of Hoshern
Liugon Cosmiees [Solcoind nder s enm -
manider, L Gem Hioiesd Dictabadi, identified
e mrrpaieid febel Beather mn Mfguale Pimern,
alies Mg, 2 member of the Soothem Tagalog
Regionak Famy Commiles, und the dgm-
mander ol the Mew People’s Anniy's Goenll
Ui Soguad operaiing in fe Bomdus Penim

Salcom spoisrmun Cel, Geonosy Boling
szl Fipeto was arresed By jolst Samenms of
the Army's 200sk Infemiry Brigede smles
Ciil. Erduarde AR ond Creseon ol ander
Seniir Sopt Ericson Velmgues, st around 1
i, o the strengih of four wartems fur
i, Frustmascd mosder, madiciuus. mis-
chief and phbery m baod

Panero yielded a caliber A5 ghuml,  lmnd
grenidie, gight peliphoocs anid varioas | wEm
s gand differeni mebile plione sod loptop
gusmjiites Ewlper,

qupwmrmhmqhw:r!h:ﬂmm-
ierk of Bt lsfaniry ‘Bamiion in Lopee, a
cuskodinl debriefipg befae’ he was furmed
per o Loper Police Saton Jir bmvesiig-
Gion asd filng of coes, Hedino ssid

Accomding bo Bobne, Pingw fed & grip af
riebls whis raaded the Lopez Pulive Siaton b
mmwh:mmndﬁr.w.&u
Danimipder, demd. The mbely alse wounded
spme pulicemen during the siteck befare
(hey ook all their fmearis:

Oinly - Lpst s, e game milkiary sl
plice. unies. prresied Figel Tarasss Holas-
da, @ mamber of ihe local wrecutive COFTmiE
ip= of e Commmnis Pary of the Philip-
s pperakig Mo Soullerm Quegn, and o
rsle genpliyee & the Locoss Uiy govors-
ment by vimue of & warrani for =T,

The dur yielded mng impenvisad bomba,
o laptop companer Esd fur jpeibille phoocs
during the e

23
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Soldier
Killed in
Agusan

Cul. Lenpolda Galon,
spakeaman of the East
Mindandann Comimand
(Erstrnlram ) of the
Foroes of the Philippines,
apdd Lhe lotest enesomter
veeurrad in Bgy. Mag:
kalape, Sihogat, Agusan

saldicr’s denth after he-jaot
It in e chesay amd i
while babng alrbified W n
luéal howgpital.

Tha vigtim's name is
beiog withbeid peon.
ding notice to ke ekt
of king,

Anther saldber, Pl
Lemuel Aliamern, was
earlier woundsd when the
two groops mitially an.
vougidered each slher that
roenkted in 8 firefighs in
Bygy. ‘Dol Heowsrio losk

Paul M. Guticrresz

24
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uniler Sominr Supt. Brie:

in By, Calustipzyan.

The: suspéct: hes severnd

tﬂﬂ‘;{nhnﬂﬂﬂ'i:
sachia's e

Oificinl  dusumants

 vevesled tht Piners led or

bry ths 2 5

(NPA) tn Quessd sinee
juining tha onderground
movemsnd in 1543, snhmse-

oty Tieing by

its dreaded "Falabang
Yuntk Genlya.”
Thesn imadents nelodes

thi= 158 ambrrh ol sahdisrs

——

FEBRUARY 6, 2012

s uu:.rm-.m in Padre

Burgma, 2001 aid- of the
Wmnmpﬂ LovmT
0T caad of the Lopeed
pyricipal town, 24 am-
thunh of eobdiers from the
Tdth I8 in Mulnnay, 2008
il of th Queson Provin:
sl dai] snd the 3009 raid
of tho Mulsnay munkspal
Rowin in 2089
Anp  eeedited the
i il by

nisbeeqiient mrrosl. ,
Headded & 46 caliber
piatnl, o Fragmentation
grensde snd subveraiye
docoments ware also
recavered from tha
m;m:ﬂ.
Paul M. Goterrex
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DEFENSE
POLICIES

By ATTY. RENE ESPINA
Forimer Sanator

congratulale the AFP for
the elimination of theeo tar-
rorizl lesdars
and 12 of their
Eroup ln Duyan
Kabaw, Parang,
Sulu. The fal-
lowing were
reported killed:
Abu Pulaaka Dr |
Abdul Umbra,
Abu: Sayval leader; Malaysian Zul
Kifli bin Hir, aka Marwan, &1 Qaeda:
Jemaah Islamiyah; and Singaporean
Muhands Ali, aka Mauwiyas Anjaly of
Jemash Islamiyah.

Of more significance is the report 1
received of a new AFP evolving policy
which in a nutshell, iz deseribed as:
1) “Defest the Abu Sayyai™ and their
allied terrorists fike JTand Al Qaeda,
2) "Credible deterrence” ngainst
the MILF, 31 “Sustained pressure”
against the Communist Party of the
Philippines-New People’s Army-Na-
tional Demacratic Front (CPP-NPA-
NDFI, 1 have nothing to say sbout
slogans to characlerize operation
plans against enemies of the State,
especially if they are as effective as
the recent Sulu operation against the
terrorists.

T'am more concerned with the
reports coming from reliable sources
which said that allegedly the AFP
woilld reduce the number of Infan-
Ly Battalions [rom 85 185 to 54 [Bs;
from 31 brigades to 18 brigades; and
from 10 Infantry Divisions to & divi-
sions. 1 am wondering whethor this

pmpmud pilicy decislon is meraly
Loe-streamline operations by reducing
the number of units without reduc.
ing the number of personnel. 1 ask
the guastion: Would this redoce the
number of gur soldiers to less than
what wi currentiy have?

Racently I bad s talk with a re-
tired high-ranking AFP officer who
rovealed to me that in Negros Ocv-
dental some years ngo when hewas in
command in thal areg. he succeeded
in reducing the NPA activities to in-
significant numbers. However, when
two of his hettalions ware transferred
L Mindangso, there was & correspond-
ing intrease in NPA presence in his
area. From the viewpoint of sources
m the Armed Forces, the strength of
the AFP is barcly enough to secure
our internsl 85 well o our external
security, There is, therefore, 8 need
to maintein the current strength of
troops. I fully concur with sezch un
bled.

Speculating an reports of fulure
downsizing of personnel, I wonder
whathar the reports; if true, are
caused by the demands lo scquire
betler equipment fur thee Nove and Uhe

Alr Fores, Le,, throe US l.'!ﬂastG
serond-hand cutters o patrol
West Philippine Sea and F-16 fighter
~ planes. If there is such a program.
then Malacafang should
special budget to Congress for the
purposs of goquiring seeond-hand US
equipment, In the build up of such a
program, the AFP budget should also
be inervased. Tome the whole idea of
deplaying betier equipped AFP forces
in the Palawan Wesi Philippine Sea
ls welcome. However, Iet no one ever
believe that our forces could stand
lone without the cooperation and
assistance of the US In acenrdsnce
with our Mutual, Defense Pact and
the Visiting Forces Agreement.
Finally let me emphasize thal
an equally important aspect of our
security is to have adequate forces
for internal security in order to once
and for all remove the threat of the
CPP-NPA-NDF and the Aby terror
mts. What Is also needed is (o cxpand
and nol e eliminate the civil-military
uperations which are an effective and
essential ol in defeating our domes-
Liz enemies,
R SSDIaE Rl G



Alr Force Broncos
or US Predators?

LAST WEEK, AFP Chief of Stff Ger. Jessic Delloss an-
nounced that “inan air aitack that ksted ooly a few secands,
government war pianes killed one of Southeast Asia’s natm
wanted terronst leadens is well as a senfor Abu Ssyyaf com

mander and a Stagaporean goerills” Also killed were 12
Ioflesers of the wermor feaders: Asked for proof, Delboss said
“Laim suire because Dwill not eesily famue 8 maiemend here”

The three leades ——

weTn Mataysian
Zulictli bin Hir, alsn
Ioyoem -as "Marwan”
and & leader of the
Jemanh  lamiyah
Wi [cnnrrn}:-_-rwurh; Retrmon
Alvii  Say Grog Faralan
Umbra Jumdail, fnown &5 "Doe Abw*) and, & Singaporean,
Mubamda Ali of the J group. However, &5 of yvesterday, the
bodies of the 15 rerrorizss had not been recovered,

According i news reports, the alr sirike vas carded oot
by two PAF ONS10 Broncos that dropped four 227k hanid
aver i “ihickly vegetated arca under the cover of coconui
trees in Paring, Sulu province.* The plenes struck st 3a.m.,
caiching the errorisis leeping in their tents

We must co te gur pifots for the praficiency and
skills shown in delivering their bombs on mrgen with pin-
ot Credit must aiso go o the fnieligence
work :LT“’L provided the necassary information }ndlu“‘_t: fo
chis operadan.

Almpar four monchs after the massacre and mutilation of
our soldiess in Al-Barkn, Basilan, [ was hoping the prigrine
targees of our intelligence operadons would be thase n
volved in the massacre, but unforrunately, there appein 1o
be lirtle progress in that direction. We ean kill Abu Sayyval
end JT terrorises in the counery, bt we cannot get the -
duorers of our Merinas snd Scout Jtangers in Basilan, To re-
fresh oor memory, in July 2007, 14 Marines were killed in
Al-Barks, Basilan. In October lan yeas, 19 Scout Ranyers -
were also mascacred in the daime localiny, (n both cises, the
men were beheaded; their bodies mutilased, showing signs
-of torture. As T said esriier, we ows it 1o our #oldiets—living
end desd—to effect cloaure 1o the Al-Barka massacres, [f
we can mack down Abu Sayyal and J1 personalities, why
ean't we do th2 same with MILF jerrorises? By the way,
whatever happensd 1o the investizations that were gup-
guml 1o e conducted by ceasefite committees established

y the peace process? ;

Is it because there &ro substanoal rewerds heing affersd
by the Philippine and US povernmenss for cerrain terrorisis
that vor atenton is focused on these prioriry trgers? A
rogurs gallery released jointdy by the Philippiee military
and the US Embassy shows pictures of 24 ferrarist leaders |
wanted for murder, exrartion and kidnapping, with core-
-sponding rewards for thelr cipture. The reward poster
regds, “The Philippine Govermnent with the US Govern-
mefi 8 offerng rewards from US3E500-up o USS10 mil-
liom to'the citizens of the Philippines who provide the Anti-
Terroriem Task Porce (ATTF), AFP or US Embassy with In_-
lormatice oF sssistance that leads to the drest or capture of
the following (errorista.,,” 24 picoires dre-incloded in this
poster. Dnn Asniuwi, the bead of the MILF group thar be-

headed our soldiess in Al-Barka, isnocineluded eyen as De-
{ense Secretary Valtdlre Garmin vowed before o press con-
ference m November (0 capture him. Where b wr sense of
priority? Does the AFP have 2 dedicared unit whose sale ob-
jeative is to find, copiure or dll the Al-Barks (erroriss? The
UG Nevy Seal teamn that got Qsama bin Laden was not con-
cerned about Pakistini sensitiviries. [ mission wes to g
Bin Laden-—dend or alive. Ar rimed, [ o the feelingwe are
mare concerned abour US targess {Marwan is high on the
FBI list of wanted termorists), about freeing kidnapped fur-
elgnery, especizlly Westerners. rather than bringing to jus-
tice thosa who murder oir soidicrs. Shades of our colonial

Lot me now bring up & subjecr thar may be disturbing o

| 'mianyof our people,

During the last few years, the Unired States has increas-
ingly relied on drone artacke on sspected terrorist hide-
outs in Pakistan’s Pedarally Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA}. Droncs are unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVY that
carty armaments guch a8 Hellfire missiles. Originally con-
ceived for use in reconnaissance and forward ohservition
roles, the drones were modificd and upgraded for combar
operationn. The M{)-1 Predator s the primary UAY cur-
rently being used by the UEMFDTEEIIHIEM Central Intel-
ligence Agency (CIA) in places like Afghanistan and Pek-
istan. "M" standy for multi-role; “Q” tefers 1o an unmenned
aireralt system. It has been used wirth success to kill 8 num-
beer of prominent al-Qaide operarives. However, its use las
also resiilted in civilian deaths, The missile does not dissin.
gutlsh between & terrorist and o noncombatant. Parr of e
current friction between the United States and Paklstan
stems from drone aitacks that bave often resulied in vl
fn casnalties, One could say thar Insresd of winning
friends for the United Stutes. the use of droney creates
even more efsemizs becanse of the collarern] damage in-
flicted on innocent men, women snd children who may be
bystanders In the conflict.

According o Wikipedia twi civils unnrmed M-
Is have been operated by the office of the Natfonal Seeurity
Advisar in the Philippines since 2006,

Were LS Predator drones wsed in the Sl air soike? The
Fhilippine Alr Foroe vehemently denies this, saying thas
cier pilos are quite capabie of del ivering their osdnence an
tirgel ks reported. Shartly afrer the Al-Barks incident, PAF
planes were alse sent against terrorists fortifications in
Zamboanga Sibugsy Nothing much happened. How do vwe
explain the wide discrepancy in the performiance of our
airmen, bombing with uncanny accuraey st nighttime in
the Parang, Sulu strike, but virroally failing ve hic any sig-
nificant target during a dayrime rajd in Zamboangs
Sibugay?

Under the turrent Visiting Forces Agreement (VEA), 8 ro-
rating force of some G600 US servicemen his been depioyed
in Mindunmo for the past several years, Next month, high
level talks betwesn the Phillppines and the Unired States
on expanding US military preseste here are to he feld in
Washington. This is an election year in the Unired States,
and a5 President Barack Obama faces an uphill basle to win
& second termy, he has i show the American people that the
United Srares continues to scare in the war iagalnst terror
Robert Warshaw of the Heritage Foundation calls the Sulu
operation & “big vittory” for American and Phiiippine
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No joke

Tell people that the provinces
of Basitan, Sulu and Tawi-Towi
will bt gread Jor Lourism, and th
reaction is laughter.

But it's no joke. U've visited all
three provinees o lew times, go-
ing there from Zamboanga City
by helicopter. The first thing you o
notice from the air mn the cutlines o
of coral meefs near the istands, which woald make
great sriorkeling and diving sites. The country’s West-
arn part is dotted with such reefs.

Island-hopping in the three provinees could be
great fun, (0 barrow our current fourism buzazwond.
Tawi-Tawt alone, which includes the Turile Island

rourp, coveers 307 islandsand fslery, and Fdon't think

number is altered by the tide level. 16 couthwest-

em Hp 15 a few hiriars' fide by mutonzed banca fo
Sabah, Malaysia,

Suly has 157 islands and islets. Basilan has one
main istand plus o lew smaller Ones

When T visited Tawi-Tawi about three vears 4
thie local government was proudly showing off
provinee’s seafood industry, presenting g lobsters
10 visitors, and putting on display the distinctive ls
lamic culiure. Tawi-Tiawi and Sulu are part of the Au-
lonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao,

Basilan, with its larger Christian population, as
well 25 Suly have hush forests thatwould be ideal for
camping, and other natire trips. I've often been told
that Basilan has one of the country s best varieties of
coffes, but during my visits T eouldn't find a place
that seryed it ar sold the beans,

The ones who told me about Basilan coffer were
non-residents, mostly Fili and Americansoliliors
who werne served the coffiee i offices or private homes
i the province. '

Protracted armed conflict has of counse laken its
vl vt anly on coffee production but also all aspects
of life in Basilan, It jungles, like those in Sulu, con-
{inne tir serve as sanctuary for the Abu Seyyaf and
its allies bulonging to Jemaah Tslamiyah, the Mo
talamic 1iberation Fronl and'its breakaway factions,
and rogue sletments of the Maoro Nativnal Liberation
Fronit.

People have been waylsid by bandits while sim-
ply taking boal rides between the Zamboanga pen-
insula and Basilan. Only the foolhardy will want to
go snorkeling in the reofs surrounding the province,
no matier how invibing the scenery

main commercial area, bl only to warn me nut to
stray near its slapes. The mountain teemed with Abu
Sayvaf, T was told, and the bandits had supporters in
the capital.
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Similar warnings were fﬁ;:“ to me dUTng My vis-
its to Basilan Stay avway the trees at the foot of
the slopes; 1 was told, because unseen hands could

me and drag me :la-;{ into the amd pur-
ﬁmﬂﬁg-:ﬁ%mll.ln t ﬁuﬁddwhrtflinmpu

No such warning was given to me when | visited
Tawi-Tawi, Thene was onlv exasperation 2xpressed
by residents about their provinee being lumped to-
Eﬁh&: with Bastlan and Sulu asa rone of armed con-

It

Local officiatseven showed me brochures promot-
ing their provinee as 2 tourism destination unique In
the Philippines.

The tourtsm marketing campaign appacently.
warked on Elwald Horn, 32, of the Netherlands and
Lorenzn Vinciguerre, 47, of Switeerland. Thi two
went to Tawi-Tawi for bied watching - a popular ac-
tivity in our tropicat country There are turists wha
come here principally for this activity. Dulch Ambas-
sador Robert Brirks is himsell an avid bird watcher,

Last Wednesday in Barargay Farangan, Panglima
Enﬁ;ll_'-*ﬁ'ﬁffh armed men seized the two tourists to-
gother with their Filipino guide, Tvan Sarenas, drag-
ﬂgﬂl_ﬂlﬂﬂlpﬂﬂ]bﬂlﬂihﬂ}’ﬂﬂdhmﬂ Sarenas

he managed to jump off and swim 1o satety,

| doubt if the two E be singing
E;dmﬁahmt having fun in the Philippines. 1 they

been left In peace in their bird watchin and had
erifoyed their visit, they could have as tour-
ism marketing agents tor the Philippines and Tawi-
Tawi in W
The European tourism market iz still Jargely un-

by the Philippines. It's a shamie because Fu-
ropeans ravela lot, and they'ne all over Southeasi
Asia. Why aré they teeming in Ball, Banghok. Ho Chi
Minh, Stem Reap and Singapore but not in Philip-
plne destinations? i _

Enrvpean Unfon Ambassador Guy Ledoux, who
visited The STAR last week with palitical counselor
julian Vassally, told us that Europesn awarencis of

the Fhlli'ﬁ_lp]m‘& as a travel tion is fow com-
pared with their awarerics of pther Southeast Asian
counines,

Lediux and Vassallo havethe impression that ho-
le] capacity in the Philippines is inadequate particu-
= ﬁﬂ'lli_ o

farly in chics

The Lack of direct § from Edrope can afsa be
a problem when other Southeast Asian destinations
have them. Several of our neighbors ane #ven com-

peting to become the regional hub for aictravel.

Diplomats of other countrivs have often told me
that the principat coneern af their citizens when con-
sidering a visit to the Philippines is personal: :

About an hour stter the EU diplomats left our of-
fice, we received reports about the Kidnapping of
Lo and Vincigterre,

Their éxpetiences in Tawi-Tawi would have been
priceless in the effort 1o bring devielopment to the
provmce through toarism.

“You knuw the war has been won in that areas when
Yo it me g tourist destination — and no one
thurks youi're joking,

"

2K
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PAL Interclub set in Davao
Poatd oy Onfine on Fag 5k, 2017 § No Comment

Manila Philippines — Tne Philopine Aurlines (PAL) interciub goff championshins return
lo Davao City startmg Fab 15 wath the helding of the Senlars’ event a1 the Apo Golf and
Country Club and Rancho Palos Verdes

Defanding champion Canlubang heads a cast of 82 teams, Inciuding 42 intamational
squaEds in the four-day seniors' event

Last year the Sugar Barons completed a runaway 28-point viclory Qver great rival
Luisita, posting 620 points in Cagayan de Oro City

Mamilas Goff won the Founders championship, edging the Cebd Country Club by a
single pont while Chamarmo topped the Sponswriters class over Fil-Am Hawail and
Philipping Navy which tied for second piace

The Friendship bracket went to Zamboanga Golf while Southem Califurma Red Hawks
went home with the intematicnal traphy.

Tha saniors’ play will end on Feb 19, two days before the stan of the regular Interclub
event where Del Monte 1 the defending champion

A total of 75 teams 34 of which from oyerseas, are entered in the regular Intercliub
whrch will miss many-time titist Canfubang wnich took & leave of sbsence this year.

D&l Monte is expected 10 be challenged by Cebu Country Club which Yed Canlubarg for
sacond piace last year

Ajsn relurming are Founders winner Alsbang Golf, Spariswnters champ E=zgle Ridge
Friendship titist PGA British Columbia and intemational champon Sauthem Califomia
red Hawks

The Men's Regular event runs from Feb 221025

The Platrum sponsors for this years PAL Interciub include Margco Broadcasting
Network. Radio High Stargaie Media and Media Five: while the major backers are Asia
Brawery, Business Mirror and Avbus Alse lending support are Philippine Graphics,
Bosing Intemational Corp.. GECAS, Bombo Radyo, Philipping Daily Inguirer Manila

Bullatn, Moevenpick Rescn & Spa Cebu, Plantation Bay and Radissan Blu Hotet
r;.gg:fhmw_tampn.mm-m@@g@@%ﬂ#ﬂ—muﬁﬁas
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